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Welcome to St Edmundsbury Cathedral 

St Edmundsbury Cathedral is Suffolk’s Cathedral. It is a place of worship and  

mission; a place of welcome and hospitality, serving the Diocese, County and  

beyond. Rooted in the foundation of the ancient Abbey of St Edmund, we   

hold our Benedictine principles close. Built on that heritage, the Cathedral  

today continues to proclaim the Christian faith through our work in worship,  

mission, hospitality and sustainability, underpinned by our values of faith,  

welcome, compassion and confidence. 
 

St Edmundsbury Cathedral is part of the Inclusive Church Network. As 

such, we believe in a church which celebrates and affirms every person and 

does not discriminate on grounds of age, disability, economic power, 

ethnicity, gender, gender identity, learning disability, mental health, 

neurodiversity, or sexuality. 
 

St Edmundsbury Cathedral is committed to the safeguarding, care and  

nurture of everyone within our community. If you have any concerns about 

your own or another’s welfare, please contact our Cathedral Safeguarding 

Officer, Tanya Dawson, at tanyadawson@stedscathedral.org or on 07736  

994036. Alternatively, you can speak to any of the clergy or wardens on duty.   
 

St Edmundsbury Cathedral is committed to environmental action and is   

a 'Fairtrade Cathedral'. This order of service is printed on recycled paper.  
 

To assist you at today’s service, please take note of the following information. 
 

Accessibility 

• An induction loop system is in operation.  

• The order of service indicates whether to sit, stand or kneel. However, 

please feel free to do whichever is most comfortable for you. 

• Large-print orders of service are available. 

Photography, Filming and Live-streaming  

• For safeguarding reasons, members of the public are not permitted to take 

photographs or video recordings during the service. 

• Please note that this service will be livestreamed on YouTube. If you do 

not want to appear in this please inform a warden or verger. 

• Photographs, video or livestream footage in which you may appear could 

be used by the Cathedral at any time and appear in the public domain 

including social media.  
• Please ensure your mobile phones are turned to silent. 



 
 

Suffolk Harvest Festival 
 

Today we gather from across Suffolk to give thanks for the harvest of land and 

sea, for all who grow, raise, catch, produce, and prepare our food, and for the 

abundance of God’s creation. As we offer our thanks for all we have received, 

we also remember those facing hardship, and commit ourselves to sharing 

God’s gifts with generosity and care.  

 

We are grateful to those individuals and organisations whose support has made 

this Harvest Festival possible, and who we support through this service today:  

 

 

The Suffolk Agricultural Association is a charity 

dedicated to promoting food, farming and the 

countryside in Suffolk. Through the Suffolk Show, 

Trinity Park, educational programmes and year-

round events, they connect communities with 

farming, food production, environmental 

stewardship and rural life. They support farmers and 

rural businesses, celebrate achievement across the sector, and inspire future 

generations through hands-on learning and careers initiatives. Working with 

members, volunteers, sponsors and partners, they champion a thriving, 

sustainable rural economy and a strong Suffolk identity.  
 

 

You don’t have to be a farmer to be a Young 

Farmer! Young Farmers is a club run by members 

for members, for those interested in farming, the 

countryside and the outdoors. From games nights 

to industry tours, sports days to public speaking 

competitions, what the members want the members 

get! We have 8 clubs across Suffolk, 4 junior (age 

10-17) and 4 senior (age 16-28) clubs currently operating in the Bury, 

Debenham, Hadleigh and Melton areas. If you want to find out more, please 

take a look on social media @suffolkyoungfarmers or email Liz on 

office@suffolkyoungfarmers.com. 

 

 

 



 

 

Formed 145 years ago, the Fishermen’s 

Mission is the only UK charity caring 

exclusively for our fishermen and their 

families. Fishing remains the UK’s most 

dangerous peacetime occupation with 

loss of life, injury and accidents at sea a regular occurrence. When the fishing is 

done, retired fishermen often struggle with ill health, loneliness and poverty. As 

a Christian presence at the heart of our fishing communities, the Fishermen’s 

Mission bring hope, providing emergency and ongoing welfare support. 

Covering the whole East Anglian coastline, the Fishermen’s Mission tirelessly 

supports fishermen risking their lives to bring home the harvest of the sea. 

 

 

Addington Fund is a dedicated farming 

charity working to support farmers and 

rural communities across England and 

Wales. Established in response to the 

2001 Foot and Mouth Disease crisis, it continues to provide practical, 

compassionate assistance to those facing hardship or disruption within the 

farming sector. The charity supports farming people in three unique, practical 

ways, offering: housing, emergency relief and a new Entrant Scheme. Addington 

Fund plays a vital role in strengthening resilience, stability and opportunity 

within rural communities and 2026 marks the charity’s 25th anniversary. It 

remains firmly committed to supporting farming families and sustaining the rural 

communities at the heart of the countryside. 

 

 

FCN is a nationwide farming charity whose 

aim is to support all those working within 

the agricultural framework alongside the 

allied industries. The ethos of the charity is based on a free helpline 03000 111 

999 operating everyday between 7.00 am and 11.00 pm and answered by 

trained volunteers all of which have a basic knowledge of farming. The charity 

covers a wide remit of farming issues and alongside a strong Christian base 

offers a confidential and secure pathway in supporting individuals and families, 

whatever their issues. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Love British Food aims to boost the demand for British 

food, so that farmers and producers have the confidence 

they need to invest in domestic, quality food production 

long term in order to guarantee the food security our 

country needs. It promotes robust, sustainable supply 

chains to deliver quality, nutritious food to the young in 

schools, to the elderly in care homes and to patients in 

hospital; and it advocates for food growth and production that sustains our 

environment, contributing to biodiversity and the regeneration of our 

countryside and soils. 

 

 

The Royal Agricultural Benevolent Institution provides 

practical, financial and emotional support to farming 

people across England and Wales. Their services are 

designed to respond to individual circumstances, 

offering structured, professional support when it is needed. They work directly 

with farming people to understand their situation and provide tailored guidance. 

This includes advice on benefit entitlements, access to financial support, and 

referrals to appropriate services, including mental health support. Their 

freephone helpline is available 24 hours a day, 365 days a year on 0800 188 

4444, providing a confidential route to access support. For further information 

visit www.rabi.org.uk. 

 

 
YANA (You Are Not Alone) works to improve the 

mental health of those in agriculture and rural 

businesses in East Anglia by: providing confidential 

support through our helpline and access to funded 

counselling; building understanding of mental health 

with talks, events and raising awareness; investing in 

mental health training; and creating and distributing a national suicide 

prevention resource known as 7 Tractor Facts. Thanks to the efforts and 

generosity of many across the region, YANA now works across Norfolk, 

Suffolk, Essex, and Cambridgeshire.   



 

 

 

Entry Processions 
  

 

The congregation remains seated for  

  

The Civic Procession 

 

A Verger 

The Chair of Suffolk County Council 

The Chair of West Suffolk District Council 

The Mayor of Bury St Edmunds 

The Mayor of Ipswich 

The Chairs of Visiting District Councils 

The Mayors of Visiting Town Councils 

  

 

 

  

The congregation stands for  

  

The Entry of the High Sheriff 

 

A Verger 

The High Sheriff is escorted to his seat by the Sub Dean 

 

   

 

 

 

A fanfare sounds and the congregation remains standing for 

  

The Entry of HM Lord-Lieutenant 

 

The Head Verger 

HM Lord-Lieutenant is escorted to his seat by the Dean 

  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Ecclesiastical Procession enters during the hymn 

 

The Cross 

Acolytes 

The Cathedral Choir 

The Director of Music 

 

Diocesan Agricultural Chaplaincy Team 

Lay Canon for Food and Farming 

The Chaplain to Suffolk Agricultural Association 

The Archdeacon of Suffolk 

 

The Cathedral Chapter 

The Residentiary Canons 

The Dean 

 

The Wardens 

The Bishop of St Edmundsbury and Ipswich  

The Bishop’s Chaplain 
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The Order of Service 
 

All sit as the Dean gives  

The Welcome 
 

 

 

All stand to sing  

 The Processional Hymn 
 

Come, ye thankful people, come,  

   raise the song of harvest-home: 

all be safely gathered in,  

   ere the winter storms begin; 

God, our Maker, doth provide  

   for our wants to be supplied;  

come to God's own temple, come; 

   raise the song of harvest-home! 

 

All the world is God's own field,  

   fruit unto his praise to yield;  

wheat and tares together sown, 

   unto joy or sorrow grown;  

first the blade and then the ear,  

   then the full corn shall appear: 

grant, O harvest Lord, that we  

   wholesome grain and pure may be. 

 

For the Lord our God shall come, 

   and shall take his harvest home;  

from his field shall purge away 

   all that doth offend, that day;  

give his angels charge at last  

   in the fire the tares to cast, 

but the fruitful ears to store  

   in his garner evermore. 
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Then, thou Church Triumphant, come, 

   raise the song of harvest-home;  

all be safely gathered in, 

   free from sorrow, free from sin,  

there for ever purified 

   in God’s garner to abide: 

come, ten thousand angels, come, 

   raise the glorious harvest-home! 
 

Words: Henry Alford, 1810-1871  

Music: St George’s Windsor, George Elvey, 1816-1893 

 

 

 

All remain standing as the Bishop gives 

The Bidding 
 

We come together today to give thanks to God, the giver of every good gift, 

for the fruits of the earth and sea, and the labour of those who work upon 

them.  

 

Today we rejoice in the goodness of God's creation: in the beauty of our 

countryside, in the harvest brought from field, farm and water, in the 

communities sustained by the life of the land and sea, and in all those whose 

skill, dedication and perseverance provide food for our tables. We praise God 

for God’s faithfulness and generosity, and for the many blessings we receive. 

 

Yet we come with hearts that hold both gratitude and concern. We know the 

challenges that drought and difficult conditions have brought to our fields, 

crops, livestock and livelihoods. Yet, even in times of uncertainty, we place our 

trust in the God who sustains the earth, and whose faithfulness endures from 

generation to generation. 

 

As we celebrate this harvest, let us give thanks for all that has been gathered in, 

pray for those whose burdens have been heavy, remember all who work in 

fishing, agriculture and food production, and ask God's blessing upon our 

countryside, our communities, our seas, and all who depend upon the goodness 

of the land. 
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All sit for 

The Harvest Procession 
 

The Harvest of Vegetables 

The Harvest of Fruit 

The Harvest of Flowers and Herbs 

The Harvest of Dairy, Livestock and Poultry  

The Harvest of the Sea 

The Harvest Loaf 

 

 

As the harvest gifts are brought forward, the choir sings 

 
Let the people praise thee, O God; 

yea, let all the people praise thee. 

O let the nations rejoice and be glad: 

for thou shalt judge the folk righteously, 

and govern the nations upon earth. 

 

Then shall the earth bring forth her increase, 

and God, even our own God, shall give us his blessing. 

God shall bless us, and all the ends of the world shall fear him. 

 

God be merciful unto us, and bless us, 

and show us the light of his countenance,  

and be merciful unto us. 

That thy way may be known upon earth; 

thy saving health among all nations. 

 

Let the people praise thee, O God; 

yea, let all the people praise thee. 

O let the nations rejoice and be glad. 

 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

world without end. Amen. 
 Words: Psalm 67 

 Music: William Mathias, 1934-1992 
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Each gift is placed on the hay bales in turn, with the following words. 

   

We bring the harvest of vegetables. 

We give thanks for the goodness and abundance of the earth,  

and for all who cultivate and gather its fruits. 

All  Thanks be to God.  

 

We bring the harvest of fruit. 

We give thanks for the richness and sweetness  

of God's creation,  

and for the joy and refreshment it brings. 

All  Thanks be to God.  

 

We bring the harvest of flowers and herbs. 

We give thanks for the beauty and fragrance of God's creation,  

and for the delight they bring to our lives. 

All  Thanks be to God. 

 

We bring the harvest of dairy, livestock and poultry. 

We give thanks for the bounty of field and farm,  

and for all who care for God's creatures. 

All  Thanks be to God.  

 

We bring the harvest of the sea. 

We give thanks for the riches of river and sea,  

and for all who draw their living from the waters. 

All              Thanks be to God. 

 

  We bring the harvest loaf. 

We give thanks for the grain that becomes our daily bread,  

and for all whose labour feeds the world. 

All  Thanks be to God.  
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All remain seated as Chris Clarke, President of Suffolk Agricultural Association, reads 

 

The Old Testament Reading 
  

A reading from the book of Deuteronomy. 

  

For the Lord your God is bringing you into a good land, a land with flowing 

streams, with springs and underground waters welling up in valleys and hills, a 

land of wheat and barley, of vines and fig trees and pomegranates, a land of olive 

trees and honey, a land where you may eat bread without scarcity, where you 

will lack nothing, a land whose stones are iron and from whose hills you may 

mine copper. You shall eat your fill and bless the Lord your God for the good 

land that he has given you. 

 

Take care that you do not forget the Lord your God, by failing to keep his 

commandments, his ordinances, and his statutes, which I am commanding you 

today. When you have eaten your fill and have built fine houses and live in 

them, and when your herds and flocks have multiplied, and your silver and gold 

is multiplied, and all that you have is multiplied, then do not exalt yourself, 

forgetting the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of 

the house of slavery, who led you through the great and terrible wilderness, an 

arid waste-land with poisonous snakes and scorpions. He made water flow for 

you from flint rock, and fed you in the wilderness with manna that your 

ancestors did not know, to humble you and to test you, and in the end to do 

you good. Do not say to yourself, ‘My power and the might of my own hand 

have gained me this wealth.’ But remember the Lord your God, for it is he who 

gives you power to get wealth, so that he may confirm his covenant that he 

swore to your ancestors, as he is doing today. 
Deuteronomy 8.7-18, NRSV 

 

Here ends the first reading. 
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All remain seated as the choir sings 

The Psalmody 
 

Thou, O God, art praised in Sion :  

   and unto thee shall the vow be performed in Jerusalem. 

 

Thou that hearest the prayer : unto thee shall all flesh come. 

 

My misdeeds prevail against me :  

   O be thou merciful unto our sins. 

 

Blessed is the man whom thou choosest,  

and receivest unto thee :  

   he shall dwell in thy court, and shall be satisfied with the  

   pleasures of thy house, even of thy holy temple. 

 

Thou shalt shew us wonderful things in thy righteousness,  

O God of our salvation :  

   thou that art the hope of all the ends of the earth,  

   and of them that remain in the broad sea. 

 

Who in his strength setteth fast the mountains :  

   and is girded about with power. 

 

Who stilleth the raging of the sea :  

   and the noise of his waves, and the madness of the people. 

 

They also that dwell in the uttermost parts of the earth  

shall be afraid at thy tokens :  

   thou that makest the outgoings of the morning and evening  

   to praise thee. 

 

Thou visitest the earth, and blessest it :  

   thou makest it very plenteous. 

 

The river of God is full of water :  

   thou preparest their corn, for so thou providest  

   for the earth. 
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Thou waterest her furrows, thou sendest rain  

into the little valleys thereof :  

   thou makest it soft with the drops of rain,  

   and blessest the increase of it. 

 

Thou crownest the year with thy goodness :  

   and thy clouds drop fatness. 

 

They shall drop upon the dwellings of the wilderness :  

   and the little hills shall rejoice on every side. 

 

The folds shall be full of sheep :  

   the valleys also shall stand so thick with corn,  

   that they shall laugh and sing.  
  

All stand. 

  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,  

   and to the Holy Ghost: 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

   world without end. Amen. 

  
 Words: Psalm 65 

 Music: James Turle, 1802-1882 

          George Elvey, 1816-1983 
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All sit as Tim Pratt, Chair of the National Farmers’ Union, reads 

 

The New Testament Reading 
  

A reading from the Gospel of Luke. 

 

Jesus told his disciples a parable: ‘The land of a rich man produced abundantly. 

And he thought to himself, “What should I do, for I have no place to store my 

crops?” Then he said, “I will do this: I will pull down my barns and build larger 

ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. And I will say to my soul, 

Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.” 

But God said to him, “You fool! This very night your life is being demanded of 

you. And the things you have prepared, whose will they be?” So it is with those 

who store up treasures for themselves but are not rich towards God.’ 

 

He said to his disciples, ‘Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what 

you will eat, or about your body, what you will wear. For life is more than food, 

and the body more than clothing. Consider the ravens: they neither sow nor 

reap, they have neither storehouse nor barn, and yet God feeds them. Of how 

much more value are you than the birds! And can any of you by worrying add a 

single hour to your span of life? If then you are not able to do so small a thing as 

that, why do you worry about the rest? Consider the lilies, how they grow: they 

neither toil nor spin; yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed 

like one of these. But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive 

today and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, how much more will he clothe 

you—you of little faith! And do not keep striving for what you are to eat and 

what you are to drink, and do not keep worrying. For it is the nations of the 

world that strive after all these things, and your Father knows that you need 

them.’ 
Luke 12.16-30, NRSV 

Here ends the second reading. 
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All stand to sing  

 The Hymn 
 

Now thank we all our God 

   with heart and hands and voices, 

who wondrous things hath done, 

   in whom his world rejoices; 

who from our mother’s arms 

   hath blessed us on our way 

with countless gifts of love, 

   and still is ours today. 

 

O may this bounteous God 

   through all our life be near us, 

with ever joyful hearts 

   and blessèd peace to cheer us; 

and keep us in his grace, 

   and guide us when perplexed, 

and free us from all ills 

   in this world and the next. 

 

All praise and thanks to God 

   the Father now be given, 

the Son, and him who reigns 

   with them in highest heaven, 

the one eternal God, 

   whom earth and heaven adore; 

for thus it was, is now, 

   and shall be evermore. Amen. 

 
Words: Martin Rinkart, 1586-1649 

 translated by Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878 

Music: Nun danket, melody in J Crüger’s Praxis Pietatis Melica c.1647 

 Harmony chiefly from Mendelssohn’s Lobgesang, 1840 
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All sit for  
The Sermon 

 
The Right Reverend Dr Joanne Woolway Grenfell 

Bishop of St Edmundsbury and Ipswich 
 

 

 

All remain seated as the choir sings 
The Anthem 

 

For the beauty of the earth,  

for the beauty of the skies,  

for the love which from our birth  

over and around us lies,  

 

Lord of all, to thee we raise  

this our joyful hymn of praise. 

 

For the beauty of each hour  

of the day and of the night,  

hill and vale, and tree and flower,  

sun and moon and stars of light, 

 

For the joy of human love, 

brother, sister, parent, child,  

friends on earth, and friends above,  

pleasures pure and undefiled, 

 

For each perfect gift of thine,  

to our race so freely given,  

graces human and divine,  

flowers of earth and buds of heaven, 
 

Words: Folliott S. Pierpoint, 1835-1917 

Music: John Rutter, b. 1945  
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All remain seated or kneel as Reverend Canon Brynn Bayman, Chaplain to Suffolk 

Agricultural Association, leads  

 The Prayers 

   
The following response is used  

 

 Lord of the Harvest, 

All hear our prayer. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
  

  Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us. 

 

All  Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come;  

thy will be done; 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

the power and the glory, 

for ever and ever. Amen. 
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All stand to sing  

The Hymn 
 

During the hymn, a collection is taken to be shared between Suffolk rural farming and 

fishing charities. 

 

We plough the fields, and scatter 

   the good seed on the land, 

but it is fed and watered 

   by God’s almighty hand: 

he sends the snow in winter, 

   the warmth to swell the grain, 

the breezes, and the sunshine, 

   and soft, refreshing rain. 

  

    All good gifts around us 

      are sent from heaven above; 

   then thank the Lord, O thank the Lord, 

      for all his love. 

  

He only is the maker 

   of all things near and far; 

he paints the wayside flower, 

  he lights the evening star; 

the winds and waves obey him, 

   by him the birds are fed; 

much more to us, his children, 

   he gives our daily bread. 

 

We thank thee then, O Father, 

   for all things bright and good, 

the seed-time and the harvest, 

   our life, our health, our food. 

Accept the gifts we offer 

   for all thy love imparts, 

and, what thou most desirest, 

   our humble, thankful hearts. 
  

Words: Matthias Claudius, 1740-1815 

Music: Wir Pflügen, Johann Schulz, 1747-1800 
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All remain standing for 

  The Act of Thanksgiving 
  

Bishop We give thanks to God: 

 

 For the colour and forms of creation 

and our place within it: 

All  we give you thanks and praise, O God. 

 

For our daily food 

  and for those whose work and skill bring your good gifts to us: 

All  we give you thanks and praise, O God. 

 

For the gifts and graces inspired in human minds and hearts; 

for insight and imagination, for the skills of research 

which bring healing and fulfilment to the lives of many: 

All  we give you thanks and praise, O God. 

 

For the light and shades of the changing seasons, 

and their variety and dependability; 

for new life and growth out of barrenness and decay: 

All  we give you thanks and praise, O God. 

 

For new hope and strength in our communities, 

and all in whose lives we see 

goodness, kindness, gentleness, patience and humility: 

All  we give you thanks and praise, O God. 

 

For the life we have been given, 

and for all those whom you have given us to share it: 

All  we give you thanks and praise, O God. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



22 
 

All remain standing as the Bishop gives 

The Blessing 
 

God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

who is the source of all goodness and growth, 

pour your blessing upon all creation 

and upon your children, 

that we may use your gifts to your glory 

and for the welfare of all people; 

and the blessing of God almighty, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be among you and remain with you always. 

All  Amen. 

  

 
 

All remain standing as the procession departs and Richard Cook, Assistant Director of 

Music, plays 

The Organ Voluntary 
 

Toccata and Fugue on 'Now thank we all our God' 

Percy Fletcher, 1879-1932 
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Save the Date: 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Suffolk 

Harvest Festival 

2027 
 

will be on  
 

Sunday 3 October 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Giving 
  

Today’s collection will be shared between Suffolk rural farming and fishing 

charities. Please give as generously as you can.  
  

If you do not carry cash you can donate using one of the  

contactless giving points or by scanning the QR code below.  
  

If you are a UK taxpayer, please consider using a Gift Aid envelope 

(remembering to fill in your details and sign it) or making a written  

declaration allowing the Chancellor to add 25% to your gift.  

In this way a gift of £5.00 becomes £6.25 at no extra cost to you.  

  

Thank you for your generosity. 
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