
Sung Vespers 

Friday 15 March 2024 

7.30 pm 



Welcome to St Edmundsbury Cathedral 
 

Welcome to this service, following today’s annual Edmund Lecture. A particular 
welcome to visitors and civic or faith community representatives joining us. 
 

This evening's service of Vespers forms a prayerful link with past generations of 
pilgrims and the people of faith who would have worshipped at the shrine of St 
Edmund at the former abbey. The ‘Evening Office’, at the end of the day and 
before Night Prayer (Compline), has been a key part of the rhythm of daily 
prayer, work and worship in all Christian communities, whether monastic or not. 
It has its origins in the Benedictine Rule of the sixth century which still influences 
all Christian places of worship, of all denominations, today. The word for this 
regular time of prayer comes from the Latin “vesper”, simply meaning "evening". 
Some sources suggest that, in Old English, the Latin word vesperas was 
translated as æfensang, which in turn became “evensong” in modern English. 
The service today sits in that tradition, and begins with the invitation “O Lord 
open our lips, and our mouth shall sing your praise”. There follows a Psalm and 
scripture and one of the gospel canticles – the Magnificat, the ‘Song of Mary’ in 
Luke’s Gospel – which is said or sung daily in churches, abbeys and cathedrals 
across the world. In pre-Reformation days the service would have been sung in 
Latin. 
 

Our annual Edmund Lecture is one of the ways in which we celebrate the life and 
witness of St Edmund, whose shrine in the abbey became the focus of pilgrimage 
over many centuries. We give thanks for the wisdom of our Benedictine 
inheritance. We pray that the wisdom and light of ages past will, in our own 
generation, continue to influence for good our communities and our world, 
especially those in political leadership, that all may dwell with justice, compassion, 
peace and mercy. 

Service order extracts from Common Worship Services,  

© The Central Board of Finance of The Church of England. 

Music reproduced with permission - CCL Licence No 317297 

Collections are taken during our services. You are welcome to make a donation at 

this stage, or by using the contactless giving point or by placing your donation into 

the giving box as you leave after the service. If you are a UK taxpayer, consider using 

a Gift Aid envelope (remembering to fill in your details and sign it) or making a written declaration 

allowing the Chancellor to add 25% to your gift. In this way a gift of £5.00 becomes £6.25 at no extra 

cost to you. Our Parish Giving scheme allows you to give regularly by Direct Debit - do speak with 

one of the wardens or stewards or contact Liz Steele at lizsteele@stedscathedral.org for further 

information. Thank you. 

For reasons of Safeguarding and Data Protection, members of the public are not permitted to take photographs 
or video recordings during services and events. 
 

We wish to inform you that photographs, video or livestream footage in which you may appear could be used by 
the Cathedral at any time and appear in the public domain including social media. 
 

Please note that this service will be livestreamed on Facebook. If you do not want to appear in this please 
inform a warden or verger. 
 

Instructions about posture in the service are for guidance only and those who prefer not to stand, or who 
cannot, should do as is most comfortable for them. 

mailto:lizsteele@stedscathedral


3 

The Order of Service 
 

¶  The Preparation 
 

After the Dean has welcomed the congregation, everyone stands as the 

procession enters and the Cathedral Youth Choir sings 
 

The Introit 
 

Come Holy Ghost, 

and fill the hearts of thy faithful people, 

and kindle in them the fire of thy love. 

Send forth thy Spirit, and they shall be made, 

and thou shalt renew the face of the earth. Amen. 
 

Words: Veni Sancte Spiritus 

Music: Timothy Parsons, b. 1992 
 

Everyone remains standing as a sentence of scripture is read. 
 

The Preparation 
Cantor O Lord, open thou our lips. 

Choir  And our mouth shall shew forth thy praise. 

Cantor O God, make speed to save us. 

Choir  O Lord, make haste to help us. 

Choir Glory be to the Father, and to the Son:  

  and to the Holy Ghost; 

 as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: 

 world without end. Amen. 

Cantor Praise ye the Lord. 

Choir The Lord’s Name be praised. 
 

Music: Preces and Responses, Philip Moore, b. 1943 
 

The Invitatory 
 

As our evening prayer rises before you, O God,  

so may your mercy come down upon us 

to cleanse our hearts 

and set us free to sing your praise 

now and for ever. 

All  Amen. 
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¶  The Word of God 
 

Everyone sits as the choir sings 

The Psalmody 

82 

 

God standeth in the congregation of princes: 

he is a Judge among gods. 

 

How long will ye give wrong judgement: 

and accept the persons of the ungodly? 

 

Defend the poor and fatherless: 

see that such as are in need and necessity have right. 

 

Deliver the outcast and poor: 

save them from the hand of the ungodly. 

 

They will not be learned nor understand, 

   but walk on still in darkness: 

all the foundations of the earth are out of course. 

 

I have said, Ye are gods: 

and ye are all the children of the most Highest. 

 

But ye shall die like men: and fall like one of the princes.  

 

Arise, O God, and judge thou the earth: 

for thou shalt take all heathen to thine inheritance. 
 

Everyone stands 
 

  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: 

   and to the Holy Ghost; 

  As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: 

   world without end. Amen. 
 

Words: Deus stetit, Psalm 82 

Music: George MacFarren, 1813-1887 
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Everyone sits as the Reverend Canon Matthew Vernon, Canon Pastor and Sub 
Dean, reads 
 

The Scripture Reading 
 

A reading from the gospel according to Mark. 
 

So Jesus called them and said to them, ‘You know that among the Gentiles 

those whom they recognize as their rulers lord it over them, and their great 

ones are tyrants over them. But it is not so among you; but whoever wishes 

to become great among you must be your servant, and whoever wishes to 

be first among you must be slave of all. For the Son of Man came not to be 

served but to serve, and to give his life a ransom for many.’ 
 

Mark 10.42–45, NRSV 

Everyone stands for 

The Magnificat 
 

The Magnificat is the prayer of praise and hope for the world spoken by the 

Blessed Virgin Mary when she visited her cousin Elizabeth who was also 

expecting a child. 
 

My soul doth magnify the Lord: 

 and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 
 

For he hath regarded: 

 the lowliness of his hand-maiden. 
 

For behold, from henceforth: 

 all generations shall call me blessed. 
 

For he that is mighty hath magnified me: 

 and holy is his Name. 
 

And his mercy is on them that fear him: 

 throughout all generations. 
 

He hath shewed strength with his arm: 

 he hath scattered the proud  

 in the imagination of their hearts. 
 

He hath put down the mighty from their seat: 

 and hath exalted the humble and meek. 
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He hath filled the hungry with good things: 

 and the rich he hath sent empty away. 
 

He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel: 

 as he promised to our forefathers,  

 Abraham and his seed, for ever. 
 

  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: 

   and to the Holy Ghost; 

  As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: 

   world without end. Amen. 
 

Music: Fauxbourdon Service, Thomas Tallis, 1505-1585 
 

Everyone sits as Scarlett Blacker, Cathedral Head Server, reads from 
 

The Wisdom of the Saints 
 

A reading from St Augustine of Hippo.  
 

We call those rulers happy who govern with justice, never forgetting their 

humanity. They think of sovereignty as a ministry of God, and they fear and 

worship God. They are slow to punish and quick to forgive. They temper 

with mercy and generosity the harshness of commands. They prefer to rule 

their own passions more than to rule their peoples. They rule not out of 

vain-glory but out of love. They offer to God the humble sacrifice of their 

repentance and prayer. In this life they are happy in hope, and are destined 

to be truly happy when the eternal day comes for which we all hope. 
 

Augustine of Hippo, c354-430, City of God 5.24 
 

Everyone remains seated as the choir sings 

The Anthem 
 

We shall walk through the valley in peace, 

and if Jesus himself shall be our leader, 

we shall walk through the valley in peace. 
 

There will be no trials there, 

and if Jesus himself shall be our leader, 

we shall walk through the valley in peace. 

 
Words: Negro Spiritual 

Music: arr. Undine Smith Moore, 1904-1989 
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Everyone remains seated or kneels for 
 

¶  The Prayers 
 

Short prayers are said, ending with 

The Collect 
O God, the King of righteousness,  

lead us, we pray, in ways of justice and peace;  

inspire us to break down all tyranny and oppression,  

to gain for everyone their due reward  

and from everyone their due service;  

that each may live for all,  

and all may care for each,  

in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord,  

who is alive and reigning with you,  

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  

one God, now and for ever. 

All  Amen. 
 

Everyone stands for 

The Hymn 
Judge eternal, throned in splendour, 
   Lord of lords and King of kings, 
with thy living fire of judgement 
   purge this realm of bitter things: 
solace all its wide dominion 
 with the healing of thy wings. 
 

Still the weary folk are pining  
   for the hour that brings release:  
and the city’s crowded clangour  
   cries aloud for sin to cease;  
and the homesteads and the woodlands  
 plead in silence for their peace.  
 

Crown, O God, thine own endeavour; 
   cleave our darkness with thy sword; 
feed the faithless and the hungry 
   with the richness of thy word: 
cleanse the body of this nation 
 through the glory of the Lord. 
 

    Words: Henry Scott Holland, 1847-1918 
    Music: Rhuddlan, Melody in Edward Jones’s  

      Musical Relicks of Welsh Bards, 1800 



¶  The Conclusion 
 

Everyone remains standing for 

The Blessing 
 

Bishop Peace be with you. 

All  And also with you. 
 

Bishop May God who is freedom, light, life and joy 

set us free to proclaim his kingdom,  

and with Edmund and all the saints,  

bring light into the dark places in our world, 

and give us his joy in living and in believing;  

and the blessing of God almighty,  

the  Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  

be among you and remain with you always.  

All  Amen. 
 

Everyone remains standing as the procession departs and the organist plays 
 

The Organ Voluntary 
 

___________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 
 

The Dean: The Very Reverend Joe Hawes 

The Canon Pastor & Sub Dean: The Reverend Canon Matthew Vernon 

The Canon Precentor: The Reverend Canon Philip Banks 

The Canon Theologian: The Reverend Canon Michael Robinson 

The Archdeacon for Rural Mission: The Reverend Canon Sally Gaze 

The Cathedral Curate: The Reverend Anita Rooney 

Cathedral Chief Operating Officer: Sarah-Jane Allison 

Director of Music: Timothy Parsons 

Assistant Director of Music: Richard Cook 
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