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Exodus 20 -  The Ten Com m andm ents 

 

20 Then God spoke all these words: 

 

2 I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of 

slavery; 3 you shall have no other gods before[a] me. 

 

4 You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in heaven above, 

or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. 5 You shall not bow down 

to them or worship them; for I the Lord your God am a jealous God, punishing children for the 

iniquity of parents, to the third and the fourth generation of those who reject me, 6 but showing 

steadfast love to the thousandth generation[b] of those who love me and keep my commandments. 

 

7 You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the Lord your God, for the Lord will not acquit 

anyone who misuses his name. 

 

8 Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. 9 For six days you shall labour and do all your 

work. 10 But the seventh day is a sabbath to the Lord your God; you shall not do any work—you, 

your son or your daughter, your male or female slave, your livestock, or the alien resident in your 

towns. 11 For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but 

rested the seventh day; therefore the Lord blessed the sabbath day and consecrated it. 

 

12 Honour your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land that 

the Lord your God is giving you. 

 

13 You shall not murder.[c] 14 You shall not commit adultery. 15 You shall not steal. 16 You shall 

not bear false witness against your neighbour. 

 

17 You shall not covet your neighbour’s house; you shall not covet your neighbour’s wife, or male 

or female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbour. 

 

1 Corinthians 1: 18-25 

Christ the Power and Wisdom of God 

 

18 For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are 

being saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is written, 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=exodus+20&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-2055a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=exodus+20&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-2058b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=exodus+20&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-2065c
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‘I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 

    and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.’ 

20 Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not 

God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21 For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not 

know God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save 

those who believe. 22 For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, 23 but we proclaim Christ 

crucified, a stumbling-block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24 but to those who are the called, 

both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25 For God’s foolishness 

is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength. 

 

John 2: 13-22 

Jesus Cleanses the Tem ple 

 

13 The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14 In the temple he found 

people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money-changers seated at their tables. 15 Making a 

whip of cords, he drove all of them out of the temple, both the sheep and the cattle. He also 

poured out the coins of the money-changers and overturned their tables. 16 He told those who 

were selling the doves, ‘Take these things out of here! Stop making my Father’s house a market-

place!’ 17 His disciples remembered that it was written, ‘Zeal for your house will consume 

me.’ 18 The Jews then said to him,  ‘What sign can you show us for doing this?’ 19 Jesus answered 

them, ‘Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.’ 20 The Jews then said, ‘This temple 

has been under construction for forty-six years, and will you raise it up in three days?’ 21 But he 

was speaking of the temple of his body. 22 After he was raised from the dead, his disciples 

remembered that he had said this; and they believed the scripture and the word that Jesus had 

spoken. 

 

The last time that I was in a cathedral, I was in Kagera, Tanzania 3 weeks ago. And while I was there 

I was able to offer them greetings from our own Cathedral church here and from Dean Joe and our 

Bishops. 

 

It was a little bit different than our Cathedral in many, many ways. For a start the 4 choirs that each 

had their turn to sing and dance where very different. The service went on for just over 3 and a half 

hours. The building was different, the style was different. 

 

Canon Amon who was leading the service leant across to me and said, what’s your cathedral like? 

And I said to him, a little bit more formal than this…! 
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But the heart was the same, the reason we come together to worship, to gathering together to 

build one another up, to seek God and what he might be saying to us. Some things were the same. 

 

And while I was in Kagera, I got to preach at one of the larger churches on the border of Tanzania, 

Rwanda and Burundi. I went to this church with Bishop Darlington and we were greeted at the edge 

of town. As we walked through - by what seemed like the whole of the town, people were singing, 

waving branches and flowers and dancing - as we made our way to the local priests house for pre-

service breakfast. It was wonderful. 

 

And I made a few observations about church in Kagera, Tanzania. One observation was the way the 

children were able to walk around, they belonged to everyone - and everyone had a duty to care for 

them, or in most cases, just let them wander and stand and stare at the white people - who for 

some it was the first time seeing a white person. 

 

These children had parents somewhere in church although I wouldn’t be able to say who belonged 

to who. Then there were children at the side doors, being held back. They too had come to see the 

white people. These children had no shoes, ill fitting and dirty clothes, and I longed to say, let them 

in but we were the guests. And it could have been because the Bishop was there?? 

 

Another observation I made was the way they took their offering. There were three offerings. Each 

person had a pigeon hole at the entrance to the church with a brown envelope in it. And inside was 

a tally of their offerings and their actual monetary offering. 

 

The first offering was a group of people who came and knelt at the altar rail while they received a 

prayer of blessing. They had their envelopes up and they received … I kid you not… a 15-20 minute 

prayer of blessing. These were the people who tithed! 

 

The service continued and a second offering was taken - music was played and people came forward 

with their envelopes and placed them in this huge box with different compartments labelled for the 

village they came from. And a somewhat shorter prayer was said. 

 

The service continued and a third offering was taken, this was of gifts of food and goods. Then there 

was an auction… an actual auction in the service. People made bids for the bag of rice and gave their 

money and that money went into the envelope of the person who had gifted the bag of rice. 
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It was bizarre! I asked the question about people who had nothing to give? Thinking of these families 

in the doorway. It seems that within their culture, it is really hard to get someone to come to 

church if they have no money or goods as a gift for the offering. They just stay away. 

 

Then I looked at the gospel reading for today, Jesus cleansing the temple. And if I’m honest, I have 

often struggled with this scripture. I have a viewpoint that the church building needs to work for us, 

to allow us to connect with the people in our communities and not just be a shrine. I’ve seen cafes, 

post offices, banks, farmers markets, beer festivals in our churches which I think is amazing. 

 

But then there is this scripture where Jesus makes a whip out of cord to get rid of all the animals 

out of the temple and with them, all the traders. And it makes me go… well you had to know the 

context… without really digging deeper. 

 

So, I dug deeper this time. I wanted to have it straight in my mind… Why is it ok to have auctions in 

church yet Jesus drove out the money-changers. How do I level this up in my own mind. 

 

Now some of the background to the reason Jesus was angry and drove them all out I already knew, 

as you no doubt do but I made a few discoveries…with the help of a few theological commentaries. 

 

As it was time for the passover festival, every man of 19 years of age and over - within a 15 mile 

radius was expected to go to the temple in Jerusalem and pay the temple tax - one half-shackle 

(equivalent to around two days wages). But alongside these people where many, many other people 

who had made a pilgrimage - sometimes a once in a lifetime journey to spend passover in Jerusalem. 

Sometimes there could be over 2 million people there. 

 

So all these men had to pay the temple tax. Yet you could only pay the tax in Galilean shackles or in 

shackles of the sanctuary, their own temple coins. So you had to exchange the money you came 

with to the money the temple would accept. And of course the money-changers took their cut. 

 

Then a visit to the temple often meant a sacrifice, perhaps as a thank-offering for a favourable 

journey or some sort of life event. So you had to purchase your offering, an oxen, a sheep, a dove 

which had been examined by one of the inspectors to ensure it was a worthy sacrifice, without 

blemish, perfect. 

 

Now you could get your animal on the way but it might not pass inspection, or you could purchase 

it in the temple courts where it had passed muster… and of course was way more expensive. A pair 
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of doves inside the temple may cost 15 times more than outside the temple. Someone was onto a 

winner. 

 

Such injustice in the whole system. This exploitation had led Jesus to do what he did. 

 

Oh but there’s another reason that Jesus acted the way he did. The temple consisted of a series of 

courts leading into the temple proper and to the holy place. There was first the court of the 

Gentiles, then the court of the women, then the court of the Israelites, then the court of the 

priests. 

 

All this buying and selling was going on in the courts of the Gentiles, which was the only place into 

which a Gentile might be able to come and pray. So if you were a gentile and you wanted to come 

to the temple to pray then you have to do it amongst all of the oxen, the sheep, the doves, the 

money-changers. 

 

Worship here had become impossible. Basically, there was no-where for you in church. The system 

was set up in such a way that if you were a gentile seeking God, you were shut out, held at the 

door, only able to look on and not participate. 

 

Jesus said that he came to v19   ‘ Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.’ 

 

He came to get rid of this way of offering sacrifices by offering himself as a living sacrifice once and 

for all - to be crucified, buried and raised to life in 3 days - in order that we may a ll have access to 

every part of the temple, to every part of the worship, to the heavenly courts of our God. 

 

He came that we all may be able to participate. 

 

When I was in Kagera and I preached the sermon, someone bought a bag of peanuts that was being 

auctioned off and said, I want to give them to the preacher because she preached so well. 

 

No pressure here! 

 

I was surprised, gobsmacked…. Then another person bought something for me from the auction. 

And it was one egg. And I held that egg and thought, Oh Lord… someone came to church today 

and all that they had to offer was one egg. And I have been given this. 
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But writing this sermon got me to thinking, what about the person who had nothing to bring apart 

from themselves. There hands were empty and probably their hearts heavy because they want to 

worship but might stay away because they have nothing to offer. 

 

And what about those children at the door, or children who can’t access school because they don’t 

have a uniform or shoes. What about all these things that stop us being who God wants us to be? 

And it breaks my heart… I want anyone and everyone to be welcome to get to know Jesus, through 

whatever way possible. 

 

And as a church, as our Cathedral church, how are we enabling this? 

 

How are we making what we do accessible to all so that everyone can participate? 

 

As you may know, I have been Rector for St Peter’s in Brandon for the past 7 and a half years and as 

it is a more deprived area, we never charged for anything. We have a donation system so that no-

one is excluded due to finance. And I can say the most of the time we got enough to cover costs. 

 

So how do we make Jesus accessible to all? 

 

What obstacles are in the way? Real or perceived that stop people coming to know Jesus? 

 

Or who are we holding at the door? Who is excluded? And who feels they have nothing to bring? 

 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 


