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Welcome to St Edmundsbury Cathedral
The Epiphany – The Manifestation of Christ to the Gentiles
“Three miracles glorify this sacred day: today the star led the Magi to the crib;
today at the wedding feast water was changed into wine; today Christ willed that
John baptize him in the Jordan so that he might become our Redeemer,
Alleluia.” (Vespers antiphon).
Christians have grown accustomed to thinking of the Epiphany as exclusively
about the ‘wise men’ or ‘Magi’, commonly thought of as kings because of the
costly gifts they presented. The fact that the New Testament mentions
three gifts gave rise to the popular tradition of ‘three kings’ (though the
bible doesn’t specify how many there were). There is, however, another
tradition which focuses on three revelations of Christ – the revelation of
Christ to the Magi, who were probably Gentiles; the revelation of Jesus as
the Son of God at his baptism in the river Jordan; and the revelation of his
divinity in his first miracle – the turning of water into wine – at the wedding
in Cana of Galilee.
During today’s service, we remember the first of these three revelations. But
Epiphany is the season of the church which celebrates the miracles which
reveal Jesus as good news for all: Jew and Gentile, the wise and the simple,
male and female, young and old, rich and poor, you and me.

And yet the Prince of bliss came into the darkest hour in quiet & silent light.
(From WinterSong by Madeleine L’Engle)
For reasons of Safeguarding and Data Protection, members of the public are not permitted to take
photographs or video recordings during services and events.
We wish to inform you that photographs, video or livestream footage in which you may appear could be used
by the Cathedral at any time and appear in the public domain including social media.
Please note that this service will be livestreamed on Facebook. If you do not want to appear in
this please inform a warden or verger.

Service order extracts from Common Worship Services,
© The Central Board of Finance of The Church of England.
Music reproduced with permission - CCL Licence No 317297

¶

The Gathering
The Welcome

After the welcome, please stand.
In the name of the  Father,
and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
All

Blessed are you, Lord our God, King of the universe.
From the rising of the sun to its setting
your name is proclaimed in all the world.

Everyone stands to sing

The Processional Hymn

As the processional hymn is sung, the ministers gather at the crib, having carried
gifts there symbolising the gifts of the Magi.
As with gladness men of old
did the guiding star behold,
as with joy they hailed its light,
leading onward, beaming bright;
so, most gracious Lord, may we
evermore be led to thee.
As with joyful steps they sped,
Saviour to thy lowly bed,
there to bend the knee before
thee whom heaven and earth adore;
so may we with willing feet
ever seek thy mercy-seat.
As they offered gifts most rare
at thy cradle rude and bare,
so may we with holy joy,
pure, and free from sin’s alloy,
all our costliest treasures bring,
Christ, to thee our heavenly King.
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In the heavenly country bright
need they no created light;
thou its light, its joy, its crown,
thou its sun which goes not down;
there for ever may we sing
alleluias to our King.
Words: William Chatterton Dix 1837-98
Music: Dix, from a chorale by C. Kocher 1786-1872
abridged by W. H. Monk 1823-89

All

The Lord of glory be with you.
And also with you.

Everyone remains standing. The ministers kneel at the crib.
The Deacon leads the following prayer response for

The Prayer at the Crib

At the offering of gold

All

Blessed are you, Lord our God, King of the universe:
to you be praise and glory for ever.
As gold in the furnace is tried and purified seven times in the
fire, so purify our hearts and minds that we may be a royal
priesthood acceptable in the service of your kingdom.
Blessed be God for ever.

At the offering of incense

All

Blessed are you, Lord our God, King of the universe:
to you be praise and glory for ever.
As our prayer rises up in your presence as incense,
so may we be presented before you with penitent hearts and
uplifted hands to offer ourselves in your service.
Blessed be God for ever.

At the offering of myrrh

All

Blessed are you, Lord our God, King of the universe:
to you be praise and glory for ever.
As you give medicine to heal our sickness
and the leaves of the
tree of life for the healing of the nations,
so anoint us with your
healing power that we may be
the first-fruits of your new creation.
Blessed be God for ever.
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The ministers stand and remain at the crib.
The Deacon leads the

Prayers of Penitence
Deacon

The grace of God has dawned upon the world
through our Saviour Jesus Christ
to dispel the darkness of our hearts.
In his light let us examine ourselves and confess our sins.

All kneel and silence is kept.

All

God you are gracious to us and you bless us in Christ:
forgive our failure to receive him.
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

All

Lord, you revealed your justice in the sight of all nations:
forgive our lack of care for creation and its peoples,
our forgetfulness of your ways.
Christ, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.

All

Lord, your Son is the Word made flesh, light of the world:
forgive our times of darkness and sin.
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

President

All

God loved the world so much
that he sent his Son to be our Saviour:
forgive  you your sins
and make you holy
to serve him in the world;
through the same Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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Everyone stands as the ministers move to the pavement and the Choir sings

Gloria in Excelsis
Gloria in excelsis Deo,
et in terra pax hominibus
bonæ voluntatis.
Laudamus te, benedicimus te,
adoramus te, glorificamus te,
gratias agimus tibi
propter magnam gloriam tuam,
Domine Deus, Rex coelestis,
Deus Pater omnipotens.
Domine Fili unigenite,
Jesu Christe;
Agnus Dei, Filius Patris,
qui tollis peccata mundi,
miserere nobis.

Glory be to God on high,
and in earth peace,
good will towards men.
We praise thee, we bless thee,
we worship thee, we glorify thee,
we give thanks to thee
for thy great glory,
O Lord God, heavenly King,
God the Father almighty.
O Lord, the only-begotten Son,
Jesu Christ; O Lord God,
Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
that takest away the sins of the world,
have mercy upon us.

Qui tollis peccata mundi,
suscipe deprecationem nostrum
Qui sedes ad dexteram Patris,
miserere nobis.
Quoniam tu solus sanctus;
tu solus Dominus,
tu solus altissimus Jesu Christe,
Cum Sancto Spiritu
in gloria Dei Patris.
Amen.

Thou that takest away the sins of
the world, receive our prayer.
Thou that sittest at the right hand of
God the Father, have mercy upon us.
For thou only art holy;
thou only art the Lord,
thou only, O Christ,
with the Holy Ghost, art most high
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.
Music: Messe solennelle, Louis Vierne, 1870-1937

The Collect
Creator of the heavens,
who led the Magi by a star
to worship the Christ-child:
guide and sustain us,
that we may find our journey’s end
in Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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The Liturgy of the Word

Please sit as a chorister reads

The First Reading
A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.
Arise, shine; for your light has come,
and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.
For darkness shall cover the earth,
and thick darkness the peoples;
but the Lord will arise upon you,
and his glory will appear over you.
Nations shall come to your light,
and kings to the brightness of your dawn.
Lift up your eyes and look around;
they all gather together, they come to you;
your sons shall come from far away,
and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms.
Then you shall see and be radiant;
your heart shall thrill and rejoice,
because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you,
the wealth of the nations shall come to you.
A multitude of camels shall cover you,
the young camels of Midian and Ephah;
all those from Sheba shall come.
They shall bring gold and frankincense,
and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord.

All

For the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

7

Isaiah 60.1–6 , NRSV

Everyone stands as the cantor and choir sing

The Gospel Acclamations
Choir
All

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Choir

We have seen his star in the rising,
and have come to pay him homage.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

All

The Gospel Reading
Deacon
All

The Lord be with you
and also with you.

Deacon

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

All

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea,
wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, ‘Where is the child
who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its
rising, and have come to pay him homage.’ When King Herod heard this,
he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the
chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the
Messiah was to be born. They told him, ‘In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it
has been written by the prophet:
“And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler
who is to shepherd my people Israel.”’

Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the
exact time when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem,
saying, ‘Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have found
him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.’ When
they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the
star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where
the child was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they were
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overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with
Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then,
opening their treasure-chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense,
and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod,
they left for their own country by another road.
All

Matthew 2:1-12

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

All

Everyone sits for

The Sermon
The Reverend Canon Dr John Parr
Canon Emeritus
The sermon is followed by a time for reflection during which time the organist will play

Music for Reflection
Everyone stands for

All

The Creed

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
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For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit
and the Virgin Mary and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son
who with the Father and the Son
is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic
and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism
for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Deacon

Let us pray for the Church and for the world
and let us thank God for his goodness.

Everyone sits or kneels as Michael Wilde leads

The Prayers of Intercession
The following response is used:
Intercessor Lord, come into the world.
All
Lighten our darkness.
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The Liturgy of the Sacrament

Everyone stands for

The Peace
President

Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given,
and his name shall be called the Prince of Peace.

All

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

Deacon

Let us offer one another a sign of peace.

If you have other members of your household with you, you may wish to share
the peace with them now. If are alone, know Christ’s Peace to be with you now.
Everyone remains standing to sing

The Offertory Hymn

During the hymn the altar table is prepared and bread and wine are placed
upon it.
We three kings of Orient are,
bearing gifts we traverse afar
field and fountain, moor and mountain,
following yonder star;
O star of wonder, star of night,
star with royal beauty bright,
westward leading, still proceeding,
guide us to thy perfect light.
Born a king on Bethlehem plain,
gold I bring to crown him again,
king for ever, ceasing never
over us all to reign:
Frankincense to offer have I,
incense owns a deity nigh;
prayer and praising, all men raising,
worship him, God most high;
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Myrrh is mine, its bitter perfume
breathes a life of gathering gloom;
sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying,
sealed in the stone-cold tomb:
Glorious now behold him arise,
king and God and sacrifice.
Heaven sings: ‘Alleluia’;
‘Alleluia,’ the earth replies:
Words: Edward John Hopkins, 1818-1901
Music: Three Kings of Orient
Edward John Hopkins, 1818-1901

The Preparation of the Table
The Taking of the Bread and Wine
President

All

Lord, accept your people’s gifts,
not gold, frankincense or myrrh,
but hearts and voices raised in praise of Jesus Christ,
our light and our salvation.
Amen.

The Eucharistic Prayer

The President and people sing the Sursum Corda:
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President

All honour and praise be yours always and everywhere,
mighty creator, ever-living God,
through Jesus Christ your only Son our Lord:
for at this time we celebrate your glory
made present in our midst.
In the coming of the Magi
the King of all the world was revealed to the nations.
In the waters of baptism
Jesus was revealed as the Christ,
the Saviour sent to redeem us.
In the water made wine
the new creation was revealed at the wedding feast.
Poverty was turned to riches, sorrow into joy.
Therefore with all the angels of heaven
we lift our voices to proclaim the glory of your name
and sing our joyful hymn of praise:

Choir

Sanctus, sanctus, sanctus,
Dominus Deus sabaoth.
Pleni sunt coeli et terra
gloria tua.
Hosanna in excelsis.

Holy, holy, holy,
Lord God of hosts,
Heaven and earth are full
of thy glory.
Glory be to thee, O Lord.

Benedictus qui venit
in nomine Domini.
Hosanna in excelsis.

Blessed is he that cometh
in the name of the Lord
Hosanna in the highest.

Music: Messe solennelle, Louis Vierne, 1870-1937

President

We praise and bless you, loving Father,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord;
and as we obey his command,
send your Holy Spirit,
that broken bread and wine outpoured
may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son.
On the night before he died he had supper with his friends
and, taking bread, he praised you.
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.
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When supper was ended he took the cup of wine.
Again he praised you, gave it to them and said:
Drink this, all of you;
this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many
for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.
So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did,
in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice
made once for all upon the cross.
Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation,
we proclaim his death and resurrection
until he comes in glory.
Deacon
All

Great is the mystery of faith:
Christ has died:
Christ is risen:
Christ will come again.

President

Lord of all life,
help us to work together for that day
when your kingdom comes
and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth.
Look with favour on your people,
gather us in your loving arms
and bring us with our blessed Lady Saint Mary,
Saint James, Saint Edmund and all the saints
to feast at your table in heaven.
Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father,
for ever and ever.

All
Everyone sits or kneels as the consecrated bread and wine are raised in the
sight of the people and the Sanctus bell is rung.
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The Lord’s Prayer
Deacon

Rejoicing in God’s presence here in our midst,
as our Saviour has taught us, so we pray

All

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory,
for ever and ever.
Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
President

Jesus said, ‘I am the bread of life.
Whoever comes to me will never be hungry,
And whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.’

President

Jesus is the Lamb of God,
who takes away the sin of the world.
Blessed are those who are called to his supper.
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you,
but only say the word, and I shall be healed.

All
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Spiritual Communion
‘Spiritual Communion’ is a historic practice in the church for anyone who cannot
receive the bread and wine physically. It is possible because Communion is
always a spiritual practice and not simply physical. Through God’s grace, whilst
we cannot receive the bread and wine, we can still receive the sacrament in our
hearts, and share in communion with Jesus. In making our communion
spiritually, we are joining with Christians everywhere who cannot receive the
bread and wine at this time. The following prayer is one form of words to use
for Spiritual Communion.
Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ,
for all the benefits you have given me,
for all the pains and insults you have borne for me.
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally,
I ask you to come spiritually into my heart.
O most merciful redeemer, friend and brother,
may I know you more clearly,
love you more dearly,
and follow you more nearly,
day by day. Amen.
after the Prayer of St Richard of Chichester

The choir sings the

Agnus Dei

Agnus Dei qui tollis peccata
mundi, miserere nobis.

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins
of the world, have mercy upon us.

Agnus Dei qui tollis peccata
mundi, miserere nobis.

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins
of the world, have mercy upon us.

Agnus Dei qui tollis peccata
mundi, dona nobis pacem.

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins
of the world, grant us thy peace.
Music: Messe solennelle, Louis Vierne, 1870-1937
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The Giving of Communion
Please follow the directions of the cathedral wardens.
If you are used to receiving Communion in a church of your own, you are
warmly invited to receive the sacrament today.
Gluten free bread: please indicate to the administering priest if you require a
gluten free Communion bread.
Anyone wishing to receive a blessing is also welcome: please carry this
order of service with you as an indication to the ministers
Remain seated or kneeling as the choir sings the

Motet
Three Kings from Persian lands afar
To Jordan follow the pointing star:
And this the quest of the travellers three,
Where the new-born King of the Jews may be.
Full royal gifts they bear for the King;
Gold, incense, myrrh are their offering.
How brightly shines the morning star!
With grace and truth from heaven afar
Our Jesse tree now bloweth.
The star shines out with a steadfast ray;
The kings to Bethlehem make their way,
And there in worship they bend the knee,
As Mary’s child in her lap they see;
Their royal gifts they show to the King;
Gold, incense, myrrh are their offering.
Of Jacob’s stem and David’s line,
For thee, my Bridegroom, King divine,
My soul with love o’erfloweth.
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Thou child of man, lo, to Bethlehem
The Kings are trav’lling, travel with them!
The star of mercy, the star of grace,
Shall lead thy heart to its resting place.
Gold, incense, myrrh thou canst not bring;
Offer thy heart to the infant King.
Thy word, Jesu, Inly feeds us,
Rightly leads us, Life bestowing.
Praise, O praise such love o’erflowing.
Words and Music: Peter Cornelius, 1824-1874
arr. Ivor Atkins, 1869-1953

The Prayer after Communion
Silence is kept.
Lord God,
the bright splendour whom the nations seek:
may we who with the wise men
have been drawn by your light
discern the glory of your presence in your Son,
the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
All

We praise and thank you, creator God,
for you have not left us alone.
Every year we celebrate your coming as Emmanuel.
Every Eucharist celebrates his death,
in the bread we break and the cup we share,
until that day when we shall see you face to face,
in Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Everyone sits for

The Dismissal of Choristers

We bid farewell to and thank those choristers who have come to the end of
their time in the Cathedral Choir.
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¶

The Dismissal

Everyone remains standing to sing

The Final Hymn
O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness;
bow down before him, his glory proclaim;
with gold of obedience, and incense of lowliness,
kneel and adore him: the Lord is his name.

Low at his feet lay thy burden of carefulness:
high on his heart he will bear it for thee,
comfort thy sorrows, and answer thy prayerfulness,
guiding thy steps as may best for thee be.
Fear not to enter his courts in the slenderness
of the poor wealth thou wouldst reckon as thine:
truth in its beauty, and love in its tenderness,
these are the offerings to lay on his shrine.
These, though we bring them in trembling and fearfulness,
he will accept for the name that is dear;
mornings of joy give for evenings of tearfulness,
trust for our trembling and hope for our fear.
O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness;
bow down before him, his glory proclaim;
with gold of obedience, and incense of lowliness,
kneel and adore him, the Lord is his name!
Words: J. S. B. Monsell, 1811-75
Music: Was Lebet, melody from the Rheinhardt MS, 1754

Please stand for

The Blessing

President
All

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

President

All

May God the Father,
who led the Magi by the shining of a star
to find the Christ, the Light from light,
lead you also in your pilgrimage to find the Lord.
Amen.

All

May God the Son,
who turned water into wine at the wedding feast at Cana,
transform your lives and make glad your hearts.
Amen.

All

May God the Holy Spirit,
who came upon the beloved Son
at his baptism in the river Jordan,
pour out his gifts on you
who have come to the waters of new birth.
Amen.

All

And the blessing of God almighty,
the Father,  the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always.
Amen.

The Dismissal
Deacon
All

Go in peace. Proclaim the Word made flesh.
Glory, thanks and praise to God.

Everyone remains standing as the procession departs and Richard Cook plays

The Organ Voluntary
Epiphanie
Gaston Litaize, 1909-1991
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