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A Brit, Scot and German go into a bar. And with them a Spaniard, an Italian, an Indian, an American, 

a South African, a Singaporean, a Malaysian, a Vietnamese, a Korean, a Filipino. They all go into a bar.  

And the barman’s says, “Sorry Everyone, you can’t come in here without a Thai.” 

 

International cooperation is essential to addressing the climate crisis. And good religion has a key 

part to play. So it is encouraging that on Monday this week faith leaders representing the world’s 

major religions met Pope Francis and scientists at the Vatican. It didn’t get much media coverage, but 

you may have heard about it. 

 

The faith leaders are calling on the international community to raise their ambition and step up their 

climate action ahead of the UN Climate Change Conference COP26 in November in Glasgow.  

 

Almost 40 faith leaders signed a Joint Appeal. They are high-profile representatives of 

Judaism, Hinduism, Sikhism, Buddhism, Confucianism, Taoism, Zoroastrianism and Jainism, both 

Sunni and Shi’a Islam, and representatives from across the Christian denominations. 

 

The Joint Appeal is a long document with now familiar words about the need for urgent action.1 It 

also shows how good religion can help. Through good religion we know that all of creation is a gift – 

we celebrate the gift of Harvest today. Through good religion we know our need for self-discipline 

and self-sacrifice. Through good religion we know our vocation to serve people who live in poverty 

and people who are marginalised. Through good religion we know the importance of honest 

reflection, repentance and reconciliation. These principles are not exclusive to people of faith, of 

course, but they are ethical and spiritual values that our society needs reminding of. 

 

So the Joint Appeal says “Our faiths and spiritualities teach a duty to care for the human family and 

for the environment in which it lives. We are deeply interdependent with each other and with the 

natural world. We are not limitless masters of our planet and its resources. … We are caretakers of 

the natural environment with the vocation to care for it for future generations”. “We must address 

these challenges using the knowledge of science and the wisdom of religion.” “We beg those nations 

with the greatest responsibility and present capacity to provide substantial financial support to 

vulnerable countries and to agree new targets to enable them to become climate resilient, and to 

adapt to and to address climate change. The rights of Indigenous Peoples and local communities 

must be given special attention.” 

 

And the faith leaders have made commitments of their own. The list includes “deepening our efforts 

to bring about a change of heart among members of our traditions in the way we relate to the Earth 

and to other people; encouraging our educational … institutions [to] prioritise … ecological 

education”, “encouraging our communities to embrace sustainable lifestyles” 

 

The Joint Appeal says “We have inherited a garden: we must not leave a desert to our children.” 

 

A keen-eyed businessman was on holiday in country with a beautiful coast. He was horrified to find a 

local woman lying lazily by her fishing boat, resting and enjoying the peaceful location. “Why aren’t 

you fishing?” said the entrepreneur. “Because I have caught enough fish for today”, replied the fisher-
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woman. “Why don’t you catch some more?” The woman looked at him and said, “What would I do 

with it?” “You could earn more money,” said the man, “and with that you could have a motor fixed 

to your boat and go into deeper waters and catch more fish.” “Then you would make enough 

money to buy another boat, and then more, and become rich like me.” The woman thought and said, 

“What would I do then?” “Then you can really enjoy life!” explained the man. The woman, still laying 

on the ground, laughed and said, “And what do you think I am doing right now?” 2 

 

The meeting of religious leaders last week follows a similar joint statement at the beginning of 

September by leaders of the Roman Catholic Church, the Eastern Orthodox Church and the 

Anglican Communion. That had more media coverage in this country. Pope Francis, Ecumenical 

Patriarch Bartholomew and the Archbishop of Canterbury are calling on us “whatever our beliefs or 

worldview” to “listen to the cry of the Earth and of people who are poor”. They said we stand 

before a harsh justice: biodiversity loss, environmental degradation and climate change [because] 

“we have greedily consumed the Earth’s resources.” And the people facing the most catastrophic 

consequences are the poorest people on the planet, those least responsible for causing climate 

change. For the sake of today’s children, “we must choose to eat, travel, spend, invest and life 

differently.  We repent of our generation’s sin”. 

 

These are hard truths for us embedded in a materialistic and consumerist society. So much of our 

lives are directed towards comfort and pleasure. I say that as much to myself as to you. Good 

religion has always taught that we find true life if we focus on God’s kingdom, if we remember daily 

how we depend on God, how everything in life is a gift, how we are deeply interdependent with 

each other and with the natural world. Our society teaches us a different set of values and it takes 

effort to focus on what Jesus teaches.  

 

But there is always hope. I saw an advert recently that showed young people choosing second-hand 

clothing and rejecting fast fashion. It was an advert in the cinema, so appealing to watch and smartly 

produced. At the end, I was surprised it was an advert for Levi jeans. There is hope because 

environmental concerns are now part of mainstream thought and action. We are learning to worry 

less about what we will eat and drink, to worry less about our bodies and what we will wear. But 

there is a long road ahead, with changes in our way of life required. Now the earth itself depends on 

us putting into practice what Jesus teaches us. 
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