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Ten years ago to the day (and almost to the hour) I was at an ordination service. I know this 

because it was mine, and I, like our friends today, was being ordained deacon. However, it 

was not the first ordination service I had attended. That happened five summers beforehand 

and I remember it for very different reasons. 

 

A dear friend, Mary, was being ordained as an Ordained Local Minister – very similar to the 

auxiliary ordained pathway deacons we are celebrating today. I was sat right at the back of 

Coventry Cathedral, and I remember the wonderful Bishop Colin Bennetts say “These 

people here, being ordained today, they are just ordinary people like you who have said yes 

to God’s call. Maybe God is calling some of you here today?” Well, I had been having vague 

ideas about a call to ordained ministry, but also I had been doing my best to ignore them. 

And that day, I sat at the back of the cathedral with my arms folded, daring God to do 

something. Nothing happened. However, as I listened to the service and the promises the 

ordinands made, I thought, well, perhaps this might not be such a bad thing to do one day. 

 

And so we drove back to our parish for the post ordination buffet. Now, I like my food, and 

was getting quite impatient in the buffet queue. I worked out if I started another line on the 

other side of the buffet table, I would get my food quicker! So, this was how I happened to 

be standing opposite my Vicar deliberating over some vol -au-vents when he suddenly said 

“What happened to Mary – you do know it has to happen to you one day too?” 

 

Game, set, match, God. 

 

I tell this story for two reasons. The first is to remind you to behave yourself at any post 

ordination celebrations or who knows where you will end up. The second is because God 

does call ordinary people, occasionally reluctant people, people like these ordinands, you 

and me. 

 

In our first reading we find Jeremiah strongly resisting God’s call. I am only a boy! I cannot 

do this! 

 

I am sure many of our friends being ordained today will have had “I’m only…” moments. I 

am only this. I am only that. I cannot be an ordained minister! Possibly one of those 

moments is right now! But God’s answer is sure: 

 

Do not say I am only – you shall go to all whom I send you and you shall speak whatever I 

command you. Do not be afraid…I am with you. 

 

James and John in our Gospel reading show no such diffidence. They get a bad press for 

their outrageous request, but a little of me has sympathy. Which of us who knows Jesus 

wouldn’t want to be near him, wouldn’t want to enjoy to the fullest extent every good thing 
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he offers. Like all of us their motives will be mixed, but their request was honest, and the 

exchange that follows is poignant: 

 

You don’t know what you are asking, Jesus counsels them. Are you able to drink the cup 

that I drink or be baptised with the baptism that I am baptised with? 

 

Knowing what lies ahead for Jesus as we do, but they do not, their reply … oh their 

reply…is so stark. 

 

We are able. 

 

Terrifying words. 

 

And by God’s Grace they will be able. They went on to live for Jesus, die in him and 

wherever they are seated in heaven will be sharing Jesus’ glory now. But that is their story. 

Let’s return to the story of the friends and loved ones being ordained today.  

In a few minutes they will be saying some terrifying words as they make their ordination 

promises. And in some ways they too do not know what they are saying, because 

ordination promises, much like many big commitments we make – like the promises we 

make to a spouse, like the promises we make to children and godchildren as they are 

baptised – are lived backwards. Trusting in the goodness of God, we declare our intent, 

make those promises, and spend the rest of our lives working out what that means. 

 

But God IS good and can be trusted. Each promise you make, you respond by the help of 

God I will. By the help of God. It is with God’s help, in God’s strength and by God’s grace 

that you will learn to live these promises and grow into the deacon God calls you to be. All 

will be well. 

 

But back to my opening story and a reminder that God’s call is for everyone, for ordinary 

people like you and me. For some here, the call might be to follow your friend or family 

member into church ministry; for others, simply to know Jesus and his love for you better. 

For some God’s call is to courage and compassion in your workplace or community, or to 

creativity in using your gifts and skills. Whatever, this call might be, if God has given you a 

nudge today, don’t wait for someone to accost you over the vol-au-vents. Go and find that 

soon to be newly minted deacon of yours and ask “can we have a chat?” Enjoy discovering 

God’s goodness and the fullness of life Christ offers together. 

 

May God bless you all. Amen. 
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