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RADICAL FAITH 

Inspirational Christian Lives for Challenging Times 
 

24 February - Dorothy Day - Anarchist, Grandma & Patron Saint of Activists 

Liz Dodd 
 

Dorothy Day, anarchist, grandma and patron saint of activists and peace workers, founded the 

Catholic Worker movement, a network of "houses of hospitality" for destitute people in the1930s. 

She was also a major voice in the peace movement in the 1970s. Pope Francis once listed her 

among America's most influential Catholics, but - perhaps because of her colourful past in the bars 

and jazz clubs of 1920s New York, her feminism, and her radical devotion to the poor - she 

remains a stranger to many Christians: one of the church's best-kept secrets. 

Liz Dodd is the home news editor at The Tablet and a postulant with the Sisters of St Joseph of 

Peace, a vocation that she largely blames on the intercession of Dorothy Day 

 

3 March - Priests de la Resistance - Radical Faith in the Darkest of Times 

The Rev'd Fergus Butler-Gallie 

 

Who says you can’t fight fascism in a cassock? This talk will introduce clergy and professed religious 

who- through acts of derring-do and of quiet bravery- embodied a radical faith in their resistance 

to fascism during the middle of the Twentieth Century. A veritable awkward squad of priests and 

partisans, mystics and matrons in whom the faith found a place to shine a light during one of 

Europe, and Christianity's, darkest hours.  

 

The Rev'd Fergus Butler-Gallie is a clergyman and author who has served in parishes in 

Liverpool and London. He has written books, articles, reviews and, of course, 

innumerable sermons.  

 

 

10 March - Julian of Norwich – Patron Saint of Self Isolation? 

Fr. Richard Stanton  

Julian of Norwich, anchoress, theologian and visionary, lived through one of the most turbulent 

times in English history, including plague, political unrest and religious tension.  She spent the 

majority of her life devoted to prayer and contemplation, living in seclusion in a small cell attached 

to a parish church.  Renewed interest in her life, work and spirituality during the twentieth century 

has acquired fresh focus since the first national lockdown, which has brought her into conversation 

once more with the challenges of our time.  Her book, Revelations of Divine Love, believed to be 

the first book written in English by a woman, is widely regarded as a Christian classic and summons 



 

 

us to a radical embracing of the mercy and love proclaimed in the Gospel, needed no less in our 

own day than in the Norwich of the Middle Ages. 

Fr Richard Stanton is the parish priest of St John the Baptist, Timberhill and Priest Director of 

the Julian Shrine, the campus surrounding St Julian's Church, Norwich, where Julian lived and 

prayed. 

 

17 March- Archbishop Janani Luwum - 'Politics, Power and Martyrdom'  

The Rev'd Jonathan Lloyd  

 

On 16th February 1977 the Archbishop of Uganda, Janani Luwum, visited the Presidential 

residence of Idi Amin to submit a letter of protest at the treatment of the Ugandan people by the 

country's security forces. Although what happened that evening will probably never be known, the 

following day the bullet-ridden body of the Archbishop was returned to his family - the latest 

victim of a regime that killed thousands of its own people and a martyr of the church.  

 

This talk will reflect on the life of Archbishop Luwum and explore whether his example and that 

of other modern martyrs can say anything to the church today about its mission and witness in 

public and political life.  

 

The Revd Jonathan Lloyd has been Precentor of St Albans Cathedral since July 2019. Alongside 

several family ties to the country, he has maintained a keen interest in Uganda and its people since 

living there in 2006. He was ordained in Durham Cathedral and served his curacy in Jarrow and 

South Shields.  

 

 

24 March – St John of the Cross - The Dark Night of the Soul and the Living Flame of Love 

 

The Spanish friar John of the Cross (1542-91) wrote a number of poems and prose works that 

have been spiritual classics for centuries. He coined the phrase 'the dark night of the soul' to 

describe the moments when God seems absent, while also writing erotically charged pieces that 

imagine the work of the Holy Spirit in the soul that is transformed in the love of God. He 

experienced both in his life. His is a story of growing up in poverty, of barefoot evangelism in the 

snow, kidnapping, escape from prison, and of final years in the wilderness – yet marked, whether 

in darkness or celebration, by his steadfast belief that God remained present and faithful. 

 

The Rev'd Dr Sam Hole is Associate Vicar of St Luke's and Christ Church, Chelsea. He recently 

published John of the Cross: Desire, Transformation and Selfhood, (Oxford University Press, 

2020) 

 

 

 

 


