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The Holy Eucharist
The Eucharist is the service which Jesus Christ instituted on the night
before he was crucified, when he said “do this in remembrance of me”.
Since then, the church all over the world has celebrated using bread and
wine; and the altar where the table is laid for communion is the heart of
any church.
So it is that we participate in Christ’s life, joining with all other Christians,
by sharing in God’s Word through the bible, sermon and prayers and by
sharing symbolically in his body and blood through the bread and wine.
The text of this service booklet is from the Church of England’s Common
Worship, and covers all ordinary Sundays throughout the year, when the
liturgical colour is green. Special seasons of the Church calendar, such as
Easter and Christmas, have their own special service booklet.
Some people find it helpful to make the ‘sign of the cross’ at various
points in the service, as a reminder of God’s presence as Father, Son and
Holy Spirit, and his great love for us shown in Jesus Christ who opened
wide his arms for all peoples on the cross. Those suggested points in the
service are marked with a  sign. The sign of the cross is traditionally
made using your right hand: touch your forehead at ‘Father’; the lower
middle of your chest at ‘Son’; the left shoulder at ‘Holy’, and the right
shoulder at ‘Spirit’.
The Holy Eucharist has four main sections:
The Gathering, when we come together in worship. This concludes
with the Collect (the prayer for the week) which ‘collects’ or gathers
together the prayers of the congregation.
The Liturgy of the Word, when we listen to readings from the Bible
and hear the sermon, say together our Creed or Affirmation of Faith and
offer our prayers of intercession.
The Liturgy of the Sacrament, when we follow the example and
command of Jesus at the Last Supper. The President (a priest or bishop)
takes the bread and the wine to be consecrated, offers thanks in the
words of the Eucharistic (thanksgiving) Prayer, breaks the bread to be
shared, and then distributes these gifts to the congregation.
The Dismissal, in which the President blesses the congregation and we
are sent out to love and serve the Lord.

The Feast of
Christ the King
Welcome to this morning’s livestreamed service. Thank you for
continuing to join our services virtually during this second lockdown.
The annual cycle of the Church’s calendar begins afresh next Sunday with
the Advent hope of the coming Messiah. Today, the final Sunday of the
Church’s year, celebrates the Kingship of Christ and the affirmation of
our Christian belief in the universal sovereignty of Jesus. We pray today
that we may be people who recognise our Lord Jesus Christ as Ruler and
King in our hearts and lives.

¶

The Gathering
The Greeting
In the name of the  Father,
and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

All
All

Blessed are you, Lord Christ, King of heaven
you know our needs and heal our wounds.
The Lord sits enthroned as King for evermore.
From the rising of the sun to its setting
your name is proclaimed in all the world.

The Prayer of Preparation
All

Almighty God,
to whom all hearts are open,
all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hidden:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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The Prayers of Penitence
Deacon

God so loved the world
that he gave his only Son Jesus Christ
to save us from our sins,
to be our advocate in heaven,
and to bring us to eternal life.
Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith,
firmly resolved to keep God’s commandments
and to live in love and peace with all.

Silence is kept.
Deacon
All
Deacon
All
Deacon

The kingdom is yours,
but we often turn away from your just rule:
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
The power is yours,
but we often trust in our own power and strength:
Christ, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.

All

The glory is yours,
but we can fall short of the glory of God:
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

All

Almighty God,
who forgives all who truly repent,
have mercy upon you,
pardon and deliver  you from all your sins,
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,
and keep you in life eternal;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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The choir sings the

Gloria in Excelsis
Gloria in excelsis Deo
et in terra pax hominibus
bonae voluntatis.

Glory be to God on high,
and in earth, peace,
goodwill towards men.

Laudamus te. Benedicimus te.
Adoramus te. Glorificamus te.
Gratias agimus tibi
propter magnam gloriam tuam.
Domine Deus, Rex coelestis
Deus Pater omnipotens.
Domine Fili unigenite,
Jesu Christe, Domine Deus,
Agnus Dei, Filius Patris,
Qui tollis peccata mundi,
miserere nobis.
Qui tollis peccata mundi,
Suscipe deprecationem nostram.
Qui sedes ad dexteram Patris,
miserere nobis.

We praise thee. We bless thee.
We worship thee. We glorify thee.
We give thanks to thee
for thy great glory.
O Lord God, heavenly King,
God the Father Almighty.
O Lord, the only-begotten Son
Jesus Christ, O Lord God,
Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
thou that takest away the sins
of the world, have mercy upon us.
Thou that takest away the sins
of the world, receive our prayer.
Thou that sittest at the right hand
of the Father, have mercy on us.

Quoniam tu solus sanctus,
tu solus Dominus,
tu solus altissimus, Jesu Christe.
Cum Sancto Spiritu
in gloria Dei Patris.
Amen.

For thou only art holy;
thou only art the Lord,
thou only art the most high,
Jesus Christ. With the Holy Ghost,
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

Music: Mass in C minor, 'Spatzenmesse', K. 220, Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, 1756-1791

The Collect
God the Father,
help us to hear the call of Christ the King
and to follow in his service,
whose kingdom has no end;
for he reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, one glory. Amen.
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¶

The Liturgy of the Word

Catherine Cox reads

The First Reading
A reading from the book of the prophet Ezekiel.
Thus says the Lord God: I myself will search for my sheep, and will seek
them out. As shepherds seek out their flocks when they are among their
scattered sheep, so I will seek out my sheep. I will rescue them from all
the places to which they have been scattered on a day of clouds and thick
darkness. I will bring them out from the peoples and gather them from
the countries, and will bring them into their own land; and I will feed
them on the mountains of Israel, by the watercourses, and in all the
inhabited parts of the land. I will feed them with good pasture, and the
mountain heights of Israel shall be their pasture; there they shall lie down
in good grazing land, and they shall feed on rich pasture on the mountains
of Israel. I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I will make them
lie down, says the Lord God. I will seek the lost, and I will bring back the
strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the weak, but
the fat and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them with justice.
Therefore, thus says the Lord God to them: I myself will judge between
the fat sheep and the lean sheep. Because you pushed with flank and
shoulder, and butted at all the weak animals with your horns until you
scattered them far and wide, I will save my flock, and they shall no longer
be ravaged; and I will judge between sheep and sheep. I will set up over
them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed them: he shall
feed them and be their shepherd. And I, the Lord, will be their God, and
my servant David shall be prince among them; I, the Lord, have spoken.
Ezekiel 34.11–16, 20–24

All

For the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Stewart Alderman reads

The Second Reading

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Ephesians.
I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love towards all the
saints, and for this reason I do not cease to give thanks for you as I
remember you in my prayers. I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus
Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation
as you come to know him, so that, with the eyes of your heart
enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has called you,
what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, and what
is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, according
to the working of his great power. God put this power to work in Christ
when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the
heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power and dominion,
and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the
age to come. And he has put all things under his feet and has made him
the head over all things for the church, which is his body, the fullness of
him who fills all in all.
Ephesians 1.15–end

All

For the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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The cantor and choir sing

The Gradual Hymn

Jesus is Lord of all,
Monarch of mountain and wave,
Fuser of wind and fire,
Sculptor of crag and cave,
Jesus is Lord!
God’s mighty word creates:
Each feature, worn or wild,
To his intent relates.
Jesus is Prince of Peace:
Atom and neutron must cower.
Hate roots their suspect strength,
But suffering love’s his power.
Jesus is Lord!
God’s mighty Word converts
Weapons to welcome signs
As foe to friend reverts.
Jesus is King of Love.
Enemy, neighbour and friend;
They, with the self, are bound
In love which knows no end.
Jesus is Lord!
God’s mighty Word engraves,
Bold on the cross, that
Christ-like love disturbs and saves.
Jesus is heaven’s high priest;
Earth is his altar below.
Sectarian pride he chides
That Christian faith may grow.
Jesus is Lord!
God’s mighty Word unites.
Those whom the past divides,
He to the feast invites.
Jesus is Lord of Life!
To him let every mind bend;
For him let every pulse
And nerve their purpose spend.
Jesus is Lord!
God’s mighty Word requires
Hands, heart and head
To demonstrate what he inspires.
Words: The Iona Community, 1987
Tune: Marble Quarry (JLB)
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The Gospel Reading
Deacon
All

The Lord be with you
and also with you.

Deacon

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

All

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and
all the angels with him, then he will sit on the throne of his glory. All the
nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate people one from
another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, and he will put
the sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left. Then the king will say
to those at his right hand, “Come, you that are blessed by my Father,
inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world;
for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me
something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked
and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in
prison and you visited me.”
Then the righteous will answer him, “Lord, when was it that we saw you
hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink?
And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or
naked and gave you clothing? And when was it that we saw you sick or in
prison and visited you?” And the king will answer them, “Truly I tell you,
just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my
family, you did it to me.”
Then he will say to those at his left hand, “You that are accursed, depart
from me into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; for I
was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me
nothing to drink, I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked
and you did not give me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit
me.” Then they also will answer, “Lord, when was it that we saw you
hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not
take care of you?” Then he will answer them, “Truly I tell you, just as you
did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.” And
these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal
life.’
Matthew 25.31–end

All

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
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The Sermon
Caitlin Brinkley
Reader in training

Music for Reflection
The sermon is followed by a time for reflection during which time Dan Soper will play :

Prelude in E flat, Set 1, No. 6
Charles Villiers Stanford, 1852-1924

The Creed
President

Let us now proclaim the Christian faith into which we were
baptized and in which we live and grow.

President

Do you believe and trust in God the Father,
who made all things?
We believe and trust in him.

All
President
All
President
All
President
All

Do you believe and trust in his Son Jesus Christ,
who redeemed the world?
We believe and trust in him.
Do you believe and trust in his Holy Spirit,
who gives life to the people of God?
We believe and trust in him.
This is the faith of the Church.
This is our faith.
We believe and trust in one God,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Amen.

10

The Prayers of Intercession
Deacon

Let us pray for the Church and for the world
and let us thank God for his goodness.

Simon English leads the prayers.

All

As we celebrate on this day the Kingship of Christ,
we present our prayers for the church and the
world to the throne of the heavenly grace, saying
May your kingdom come;
Your will be done.

All

We pray for all those in positions of power,
that they may govern with wisdom and real
integrity,
ruling not out of self-interest
but out of love for their people.
May your kingdom come;
Your will be done.

All

We pray for your Church,
the sign of your just and gentle reign,
that we may be places of your reconciling love, joy
and peace
to peoples of every race and background.
May your kingdom come;
Your will be done.
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All

We pray for those in need,
the weak, the anxious, the frail,
those on the edges of society who feel abandoned
or ignored,
that your royal presence and healing touch
may strengthen and sustain them.
May your kingdom come;
Your will be done.

All

We give thanks for the Communion of Saints
for all who have departed this life in faith and love,
that we too may one day join with them
to surround your throne in splendour and light
May your kingdom come;
Your will be done.
Loving God,
you have taught us that the power of the heart
is greater than the power of wealth and might.
May Christ our King rule always in our hearts and
lives.
Hear us as we pray for the fulfilment of your reign:
to him be glory and power for ever.
Amen.

The prayers conclude with:

All

Merciful Father,
accept these prayers
for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen.
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¶

The Liturgy of the Sacrament
The Peace
To crown all things there must be love,
to bind all together and complete the whole.
Let the peace of Christ rule in our hearts. [Colossians 3]

All

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

Deacon

Let us offer one another a sign of peace.

If you have other members of your household with you, you may wish to
share the peace with them now. If are alone, know Christ’s Peace to be
with you now.

The Preparation of the Table
The choir sing

The Offertory Hymn
Rejoice! The Lord is King,
your Lord and King adore;
mortals, give thanks and sing,
and triumph evermore:

Lift up your heart, lift up your voice!
rejoice, again I say, rejoice!
Jesus the Saviour reigns,
the God of truth and love;
when he had purged our stains,
he took his seat above:
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His kingdom cannot fail;
he rules o'er earth and heaven;
the keys of death and hell
are to our Jesus given:
He sits at God’s right hand
till all his foes submit,
and bow to his command,
and fall beneath his feet:

Rejoice in glorious hope;
Jesus the judge shall come,
and take His servants up
to their eternal home:

We soon shall hear the archangel’s voice;
the trump of God shall sound: rejoice!
Words: Charles Wesley 1707-1788
Music: George Frederick Handel 1685-1759

The Taking of the Bread and Wine
President

All
President

All

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation:
through your goodness we have this bread
to set before you,
which earth has given and human hands have made.
It will become for us the bread of life.
Blessed be God for ever.
Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation:
through your goodness we have this wine
to set before you,
fruit of the vine and work of human hands.
It will become for us the cup of salvation.
Blessed be God for ever.
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The Eucharistic Prayer
All

The Lord be with you
and also with you.

All

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

All

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.

President

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,
holy Father, almighty and eternal God.
For with the oil of gladness
you have anointed Christ the Lord, your only Son,
to be our great high priest and king of all creation.
As priest, he offered himself once for all
upon the altar of the cross
and redeemed the human race
by this perfect sacrifice of peace.
As king he claims dominion over all your creatures,
that he may bring before your infinite majesty
a kingdom of truth and life,
a kingdom of holiness and grace,
a kingdom of justice, love and peace.
And so with angels and archangels
and all the heavenly host,
we proclaim your glory
and join their unending hymn of praise:

Choir

Sanctus, sanctus, sanctus,
Dominus Deus sabaoth.
Pleni sunt coeli et terra
gloria tua.
Hosanna in excelsis.

Holy, holy, holy Lord
God of hosts,
heaven and earth are full
of thy glory:
Glory be to thee, O Lord
most high.

Music: Mass in C minor, 'Spatzenmesse', K. 220, Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, 1756-1791
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How wonderful the work of your hands, O Lord.
As a mother tenderly gathers her children,
you embraced a people as your own.
When they turned away and rebelled
your love remained steadfast.
From them you raised up Jesus our Saviour,
born of Mary,
to be the living bread,
in whom all our hungers are satisfied.
He offered his life for sinners,
and with a love stronger than death
he opened wide his arms on the cross.
On the night before he died,
he came to supper with his friends
and, taking bread, he gave you thanks.
He broke it and gave it to them, saying:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.
At the end of supper, taking the cup of wine,
he gave you thanks, and said:
Drink this, all of you;
this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many
for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.
Deacon
All

Christ is the bread of life:
When we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim your death, Lord Jesus,
until you come in glory.
Father, we plead with confidence
his sacrifice made once for all upon the cross;
we remember his dying and rising in glory,
and we rejoice that he intercedes for us at your right hand.
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Pour out your Holy Spirit as we bring before you
these gifts of your creation;
may they be for us the body and blood of your dear Son.
As we eat and drink these holy things in your presence,
form us in the likeness of Christ,
and build us into a living temple to your glory.
Bring us at the last with the Blessed Virgin Mary,
James, Edmund and all the saints
to the vision of that eternal splendour
for which you have created us;
through Jesus Christ, our Lord,
by whom, with whom, and in whom,
with all who stand before you in earth and heaven,
we worship you, Father almighty,
in songs of everlasting praise:
All

Blessing and honour and glory and power be yours
for ever and ever. Amen.

The consecrated bread and wine are raised in the sight of the people.

The Lord’s Prayer
Deacon
All

As Jesus taught us, so we pray,
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory,
for ever and ever.
Amen.
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The Breaking of the Bread
President

Jesus said, ‘I am the bread of life.
Whoever comes to me will never be hungry,
And whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.’

Agnus Dei
Agnus Dei qui tollis peccata
mundi, miserere nobis.

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins
of the world, have mercy upon us.

Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata
mundi, miserere nobis.

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins
of the world, have mercy upon us.

Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata
mundi, dona nobis pacem.

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins
of the world, grant us thy peace.

Music: Mass in C minor, 'Spatzenmesse', K. 220, Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, 1756-1791

President
All

Jesus is the Lamb of God,
who takes away the sin of the world.
Blessed are those who are called to his supper.
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you,
but only say the word, and I shall be healed.

Spiritual Communion
‘Spiritual Communion’ is a historic practice in the church for anyone who
cannot receive the bread and wine physically. It is possible because
Communion is always a spiritual practice and not simply physical. Through
God’s grace, whilst we cannot receive the bread and wine, we can still
receive the sacrament in our hearts, and share in communion with Jesus. In
making our communion spiritually, we are joining with Christians
everywhere who cannot receive the bread and wine at this time. The
following prayer is one form of words to use for Spiritual Communion.
Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ,
for all the benefits you have given me,
for all the pains and insults you have borne for me.
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally,
I ask you to come spiritually into my heart.
O most merciful redeemer, friend and brother,
may I know you more clearly,
love you more dearly,
and follow you more nearly,
day by day. Amen.
after the Prayer of St Richard of Chichester

The choir sings the

Anthem
Let all mortal flesh keep silence
And with fear and trembling stand;
Ponder nothing earthly-minded,
For with blessing in his hand
Christ our Lord to earth descendeth
Our full homage to demand.
King of Kings, yet born of Mary,
As of old on earth he stood,
Lord of Lords, in human vesture,
In the body and the blood
He will give to all the faithful
His own self for heav'nly food.
Rank on rank the host of heaven
Spreads his vanguard on the way,
As the light of light descendeth
From the realms of endless day,
That the pow'rs of hell may vanish
As the darkness clears away.
At his feet the six wing'd seraph;
Cherubim with sleepless eye
Veil their faces to the presence
As with ceaseless voice they cry,
Alleluia, alleluia,
Alleluia, Lord most high.
Amen.
Music: Gustav Holst, b. 1970

Prayer after Communion
President

Let us pray.
Stir up, O Lord,
the wills of your faithful people;
that they, plenteously bringing forth the fruit of good
works,
may by you be plenteously rewarded;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Silence is kept.
All

Almighty God,
we thank you for feeding us
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies
to be a living sacrifice.
Send us out
in the power of your Spirit
to live and work
to your praise and glory.
Amen.
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¶

The Dismissal
The Blessing
Christ our exalted King pour upon you his abundant gifts,
and join their unending hymn of praise:
and bring you to reign with him in glory;
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father,  the Son and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always.
Amen.

The Dismissal
President
All

Go in the peace of Christ, our Saviour and our King.
Thanks be to God.

Dan Soper plays

The Organ Voluntary
Postlude in D minor, Set 2, No. 6

Charles Villiers Stanford, 1852-1924
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