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Music Today 
 

Mass setting 

Mass No. 2 in G major, D. 167 

Franz Schubert, 1797-1828 
 

Anthem 

‘Justorum animae’ from Three Motets, Op. 38, No. 1 

Charles Villiers Stanford, 1852-1924 

 

Service order extracts from Common Worship Services,  
© The Central Board of Finance of The Church of England. 

Music reproduced with permission - CCL Licence No 317297 

Welcome to St Edmundsbury Cathedral 
 
 

All Saints’ Sunday 
 

From its earliest days, the Church has recognised as its foundation stones 

those heroes of faith, in the past and the present, whose lives have 

excited others to holiness. No Christian is solitary, and through our 

baptism we become members of one another in Christ, and members of 

the company of saints – the living and the departed.  

 

The feast of All Saints began in the earliest centuries as Christians 

celebrated this witness of faith. Although originally it was celebrated near 

to Pentecost (as a link with the disciples who received the gift of the 

Holy Spirit), the day was moved to November, reminding the faithful of 

the shining light of the saints as the darker winter days drew near. 
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¶ Order of Service  
 

The Greeting 
 

After the welcome, please stand. 
 
In the name of the  Father, 
and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit.  
Amen. 

 
An organ voluntary is played during the procession after which the President 
says 

 

Deacon We are surrounded by a great cloud of witnesses.  

 Into their light we bring our darkness and sin, asking God’s 

forgiveness and peace. 

 
 

Everyone sits or kneels. Silence is kept for 

 

The Prayers of Penitence 
 

Deacon Christ calls us to share the heavenly banquet of his love 

 with all the saints in earth and heaven. 

 Knowing our unworthiness and sin, 

 let us ask him for both mercy and forgiveness 

 as together we pray: 

 

All Lord God, we have sinned against you; 

we have done evil in your sight. 

We are sorry and repent. 

Have mercy upon us according to your love. 

Wash away our wrongdoing  

and cleanse us from our sin. 

Renew a right spirit within us 

and restore us to the joy of your salvation, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
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The Absolution 

 
President Almighty God, 
 who in Jesus Christ has given you 
 a kingdom that cannot be destroyed, 
 forgive you you  your sins, 
 open your eyes to God’s truth, 
 strengthen you to do God’s will,  
 and give you the joy of his kingdom 
 with all his saints, 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
All Amen. 
 

Everyone stands as the Choir sings 
 

The Gloria in Excelsis 
 

Gloria in excelsis Deo,  Glory be to God on high, 
et in terra pax hominibus  and in earth peace,  
bonæ voluntatis.  good will towards men.  
Laudamus te, benedicimus te,  We praise thee, we bless thee,  
adoramus te, glorificamus te, we worship thee, we glorify thee,  
gratias agimus tibi  we give thanks to thee  
propter magnam gloriam tuam,  for thy great glory, 
Domine Deus, Rex coelestis,  O Lord God, heavenly King,  
Deus Pater omnipotens.  God the Father almighty.  
Domine Fili unigenite,  O Lord, the only-begotten Son, 
Jesu Christe;  Jesu Christ; O Lord God,  
Agnus Dei, Filius Patris,  Lamb of God, Son of the Father,  
qui tollis peccata mundi,  that takest away the sins of the world, 
miserere nobis.  have mercy upon us.  
Qui tollis peccata mundi,  Thou that takest away the sins of  
suscipe deprecationem nostram. the world, receive our prayer.  
Qui sedes ad dexteram Patris,  Thou that sittest at the right hand of  
miserere nobis.  God the Father, have mercy upon us.  
Quoniam tu solus sanctus;  For thou only art holy;  
tu solus Dominus,  thou only art the Lord,  
tu solus altissimus Jesu Christe,  thou only, O Christ,  
Cum Sancto Spiritu  with the Holy Ghost, art most high  
in gloria Dei Patris.  in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. Amen. 
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Everyone remains standing as the President says 
 

The Collect 
 

President Let us pray.  
 

President God of holiness,  
your glory is proclaimed in every age: 
as we rejoice in the faith of your saints, 
inspire us to follow their example 
with boldness and joy; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

All Amen. 
 

¶ The Liturgy of the Word 
 
Everyone sits as Richard Summers reads 

 

The Old Testament Reading 
 

A reading from the book of Daniel. 

 
In the first year of King Belshazzar of Babylon, Daniel had a dream and 

visions of his head as he lay in bed. Then he wrote down the 

dream: I, Daniel, saw in my vision by night the four winds of heaven 

stirring up the great sea, and four great beasts came up out of the sea, 

different from one another. As for me, Daniel, my spirit was troubled 

within me, and the visions of my head terrified me. I approached one of 

the attendants to ask him the truth concerning all this. So he said that he 

would disclose to me the interpretation of the matter: ‘As for these four 

great beasts, four kings shall arise out of the earth. But the holy ones of 

the Most High shall receive the kingdom and possess the kingdom for 

ever - for ever and ever.’ 

 
Daniel 7.1-3, 15-18, NRSV 

    

 For the word of the Lord. 

All        Thanks be to God. 
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Everyone remains seated as Margaret Ellis reads 
 

The New Testament Reading 
 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Ephesians. 
 

In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having been destined 
according to the purpose of him who accomplishes all things according to 
his counsel and will, so that we, who were the first to set our hope on 
Christ, might live for the praise of his glory. In him you also, when you 
had heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had 
believed in him, were marked with the seal of the promised Holy 
Spirit; this is the pledge of our inheritance towards redemption as God’s 
own people, to the praise of his glory. I have heard of your faith in the 
Lord Jesus and your love towards all the saints, and for this reason I do 
not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. I pray 
that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a 
spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, so that, with 
the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to 
which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance 
among the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power 
for us who believe, according to the working of his great power. God put 
this power to work in Christ when he raised him from the dead and 
seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and 
authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, 
not only in this age but also in the age to come. And he has put all things 
under his feet and has made him the head over all things for the 
church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.  
 

Ephesians 1.11-end, NRSV    
  

 For the word of the Lord. 
All        Thanks be to God. 
 

The Gospel Acclamation 
 

Everyone turns to face the Gospel book as it is carried to the centre of the Nave. 
 
Cantor Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
Choir  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
Cantor ‘You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, 
  a holy nation, God’s own people, 
  called out of darkness into his marvellous light.     1 Peter 2.9 
Choir  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
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The Gospel 

Deacon Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ  
  according to Matthew. 
All  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat 
down, his disciples came to him. Then he began to speak, and taught 
them, saying:  
 

‘Blessed are the poor in spirit,  
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
 

‘Blessed are those who mourn,  
for they will be comforted. 
 

‘Blessed are the meek,  
for they will inherit the earth. 
 

‘Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,  
for they will be filled. 
 

‘Blessed are the merciful,  
for they will receive mercy. 
 

‘Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
 

‘Blessed are the peacemakers,  
for they will be called children of God. 
 

‘Blessed are those who are persecuted  
for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
 
‘Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you 
and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. 
Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for 
in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were 
before you.’ 

  
Matthew 5.1-12, NRSV 

 

 

Deacon  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All   Praise to you, O Christ.  
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Everyone sits for 

The Sermon 

 
The Reverend Ben Edwards 

Cathedral Curate 
 

Music for Reflection 
 
The sermon is followed by a time for reflection during which time the organist will play: 

 
O wie selig seid ihr doch, ihr Frommen, Op. 122, No. 6 

Johannes Brahms, 1833-1897 
 
followed by a time of stillness for reflection, after which everyone stands for 

 

The Affirmation of Faith 
 
President Do you believe and trust in God the Father, 

source of all being and life, 
the one for whom we exist? 

All  We believe and trust in him. 
 
President Do you believe and trust in God the Son, 
  who took our human nature, 
  died for us and rose again? 
All  We believe and trust in him. 
 
President Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit, 
  who gives life to the people of God 
  and makes Christ known in the world? 
All  We believe and trust in him. 
 
President This is the faith of the Church. 
All  This is our faith. 
  We believe and trust in one God, 
  Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
Deacon United in the company of all the faithful 

and looking for the coming of the kingdom, 
let us offer our prayers to God, 
the source of all life and holiness. 
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Everyone sits or kneels as Liz Steele leads 
 

The Prayers of Intercession  
 

Gracious God, 
strengthen all Christian people by your Holy Spirit, 
that we may live as a royal priesthood and a holy nation 
to the praise of Jesus Christ our Saviour. 
 

Bless Bishop Martin, Bishop Mike 
and all ministers of your Church, 
that by faithful proclamation of your word 
we may be built on the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets into a holy temple in the Lord. 
 

Lord, in your mercy 
All  hear our prayer. 
 

  Empower us by the gift of your holy and life-giving Spirit, 
that we may be transformed into the likeness of Christ 
from glory to glory. 
 

Lord, in your mercy 
All  hear our prayer. 
 

  Give to the world and its peoples 
the peace that comes from above, 
that they may find Christ’s way of freedom and life. 
 

Lord, in your mercy 
All  hear our prayer. 
 

  Hold in your embrace all who witness to your love  
  in the service of the poor and needy; 

all those who minister to the sick and dying; 
and all who bring light to those in darkness. 
 

Lord, in your mercy 
All  hear our prayer. 
 

  Touch and heal all those whose lives are scarred by sin  
  or disfigured by pain, 

that, raised from death to life in Christ, 
their sorrow may be turned to eternal joy. 
 

Lord, in your mercy 
All  hear our prayer. 
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 Remember in your mercy all those gone before us, 

who have been well-pleasing to you from eternity; 

preserve in your faith your servants on earth, 

guide us to your peace at all times. 
 

Lord, in your mercy 

All  hear our prayer. 
 

  Hasten the day when many will come 

from east and west, from north and south, 

and sit at table in your kingdom. 
 

Lord, in your mercy 

All  hear our prayer. 
 

  We give you thanks 

for the whole company of your saints in glory, 

with whom in fellowship we join our prayers and praises; 

by your grace may we, like them,  

 be made perfect in your love. 
 

All  Blessing and glory and wisdom, 

thanksgiving and honour and power, 

be to our God for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

¶  The Liturgy of the Sacrament 
 

Everyone stands as the President leads 

The Peace 
 

We are fellow-citizens with the saints and of the  

household of God, through Christ our Lord, who came  

and preached peace to those who were far off and those 

who were near. 

  The peace of the Lord be always with you 

All  and also with you. 
 

Deacon Let us greet one another with a sign of peace. 
 

If you have other members of your household with you, you may wish to share 

the peace with them now. If are alone, know Christ’s Peace to be with you now. 
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The Preparation of the Table 
 

The choir may sing a hymn or canticle as the altar is prepared. 
 

The Taking of the Bread and Wine 
 

President As the grain once scattered in the fields 
and the grapes once dispersed on the hillside 
are now reunited on this table in bread and wine, 
so, Lord, may your whole Church  
soon be gathered together from the corners of the earth  
into your kingdom. 

All Amen. 
 

The Eucharistic Prayer 
 

  The Lord be with you 
All  and also with you. 
 

  Lift up your hearts. 
All  We lift them to the Lord. 
 

  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All  It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 

President It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
always and everywhere to give you thanks, 
holy Father, almighty and eternal God, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

And now we give you thanks, most gracious God, 
surrounded by a great cloud of witnesses 
and glorified in the assembly of your saints. 
The glorious company of apostles praise you. 
The noble fellowship of prophets praise you. 
The white-robed army of martyrs praise you. 
We, your holy Church, acclaim you. 
 

In communion with angels and archangels, 
and with all who served you on earth 
and worship you now in heaven, 
we raise our voice to proclaim your glory, 
for ever praising you and singing: 
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Choir  Sanctus, sanctus, sanctus,  Holy, holy, holy, 
  Dominus Deus sabaoth,  Lord God of hosts, 
  pleni sunt coeli et terra  heaven and earth are full 
  gloria tua.    of thy glory. 
  Hosanna in excelsis.  Hosanna in the highest. 
  Benedictus qui venit  Blessed is he that cometh 
  in nomine Domini.   in the name of the Lord. 
  Hosanna in excelsis.   Hosanna in the highest. 
 
President Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness;  

grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit, 
and according to your holy will, 
these gifts of bread and wine  
may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; 

 

 who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 
took bread and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

 Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me.  

 

 In the same way, after supper 
he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them, saying: 

 Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many  

 for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of me. 

 

Deacon Great is the mystery of faith: 
All Christ has died: 
  Christ is risen: 
  Christ will come again. 
 

President And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross,  
his perfect sacrifice made once  
for the sins of the whole world;  
rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, 
and looking for his coming in glory,  
we celebrate this memorial of our redemption. 
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As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, 
we bring before you this bread and this cup 
and we thank you for counting us worthy 
to stand in your presence and serve you. 

 

Send the Holy Spirit on your people   
and gather into one in your kingdom  
all who share this one bread and one cup, 
so that we, in the company of all the saints, 
may praise and glorify you for ever, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord;  

 
by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father 
for ever and ever. 

All  Amen. 
 
 

  
Everyone sits or kneels for 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Deacon With saints and martyrs through the ages,  
  as our Saviour taught us, so we pray 
 
All Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever.   

 Amen. 
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The Breaking of the Bread 
 

President Jesus said, ‘I am the bread of life.  

  Whoever comes to me will never be hungry,  

  And whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.’ 
 
 
Everyone remains seated or kneeling as the Choir sings 
 

The Agnus Dei 
 
Agnus Dei,   O Lamb of God,  
qui tollis peccata mundi, that takest away the sins of the world, 
miserere nobis.  have mercy upon us. 

 

Agnus Dei,   O Lamb of God,  
qui tollis peccata mundi, that takest away the sins of the world, 
miserere nobis.  have mercy upon us. 

 

Agnus Dei,   O Lamb of God,  
qui tollis peccata mundi, that takest away the sins of the world, 
dona nobis pacem.  grant us thy peace. 

 
 

President Jesus is the Lamb of God, 

  who takes away the sin of the world. 

  Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 

All Lord, I am not worthy to receive you,  

 but only say the word, and I shall be healed.  

 

Spiritual Communion 
 

‘Spiritual Communion’ is a historic practice in the church for anyone who cannot 

receive the bread and wine physically.  It is possible because Communion is 

always a spiritual practice and not simply physical. Through God’s grace, whilst 

we cannot receive the bread and wine, we can still receive the sacrament in our 

hearts, and share in communion with Jesus. In making our communion 

spiritually, we are joining with Christians everywhere who cannot receive the 

bread and wine at this time. The following prayer is one form of words to use 

for Spiritual Communion. 
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Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, 

for all the benefits you have given me, 

for all the pains and insults you have borne for me. 

Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, 

I ask you to come spiritually into my heart. 

O most merciful redeemer, friend and brother, 

may I know you more clearly, 

love you more dearly, 

and follow you more nearly, 

day by day. Amen. 
 

after the Prayer of St Richard of Chichester 
 

Remain seated or kneeling as the choir sings the 
 

The Anthem  
 
  Justorum animae  The souls of the just  
  in manu Dei sunt,   are in the hand of God, 
  et non tanget illos  and the torment of death 
  tormentum mortis. shall not touch them. 
  Visi sunt oculis  In the sight of the unwise  
  insipientium mori,  they seemed to die; 
  illi autem sunt in pace.  but they are in peace. 

 

 
The Prayer after Communion 

 
President Let us pray. 
 
Everyone remains seated or kneeling as silence is kept. 
 

Lord of heaven, 
in this eucharist you have brought us near 
to an innumerable company of angels 
and to the spirits of the saints made perfect: 
as in this food of our earthly pilgrimage 
we have shared their fellowship, 
so may we come to share their joy in heaven; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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¶ The Dismissal 
 
Everyone stands as the President gives 
 

The Blessing 

 

 The Lord be with you 

All and also with you. 
 

May God, 

who kindled the fire of his love in the hearts of the saints, 

pour upon you the riches of his grace.  Amen. 
 

May he give you joy in their fellowship 

and a share in their praises.  Amen. 

 
May he strengthen you to follow them in the way of holiness 

and to come to the full radiance of glory.  Amen. 
 

And the blessing of God almighty, 

the  Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be among you and remain with you always. 

All Amen. 

 

Deacon Following God’s saints in the ways of holiness and truth, 

 go in the peace of Christ. 

All  Thanks be to God. 

 
Everyone remains standing as the procession departs and the organist plays 
 

 

The Voluntary 
 

Placare Christe Servulis, Op. 38, No. 16 

Marcel Dupré, 1886-1971 
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The Canon Pastor & Sub Dean: The Reverend Canon Matthew Vernon  

The Canon Precentor: The Reverend Canon Philip Banks 
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Cathedral Administrator: Sarah-Jane Allison 

Acting Director of Music: Richard Cook 
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